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Health vs. Fashion. By Tuomas J. Corson, M. D.—Concluded. 


Another mode in which incalculable detriment is done to health, is the 
neglect with which physical education is treated. Parents do not pay 
sufficient attention to the physical development of their children. In 
their overweening anxiety to improve the mind, they neglect the body ; 
thus laying the foundation for diseases which will afflict the individuals, 
who have been subjected to such treatment while children, during the 
whole of their after-life. For my part, I would rather have a child who, 
at six or seven years of age, should have his muscular system well de- 
veloped, and his features darkened by the rays of the life-giving sun, 
even though he were hardly able to read his primer, than have one who 
at his age had made surprising intellectual advancement, while his skin 
was as white as chalk, his muscular system hardly strong enough to car- 
ry him, and his whole frame showing that his mind had been developed 
to the detriment of his body. Leave the mind alone until the body 
grows strong, and then it will be able to bear the effects of strong men- 
tal exertion. Many, very many children have the foundations of their 
health sapped by confinement in poorly ventilated school-rooms, and ap- 
plication to study, before their bodies are strong enough to bear such 
treatment. If parents knew the full value of physical training, and would 
pay due attention to the subject, we should see less disease among chil- 
dren and young people. 

While on the subject of education, it may not be inappropriate to look 
at the effects of confinement in schools and to study, upon rather older 
persons, particularly on young girls in the cities. Many young girls in 
the citics are cooped up from nine until two o’clock, in crowded school- 
rooms, and are made to pursue such a variety of studies as to require al- 
most the whole of theirtime while out of school, to prepare their lessons. 
And when they are not studying, they are kept drumming on the piano, 
or learning to play the guitar, thus getting little or no time for healthful 

35 , 











* 


274 Corson,—Health vs. Fashion. [May 


exercise—and doing all this very often against their own inclination and 
feelings, but urged on by parents and teachers, in order that they may 
become “ accomplished.” 

It has become fashionable for young girls to study Algebra, Botany, 
Mineralogy, French, Latin, Music, Drawing, &c., &., &.; and very often 
all of these studies are crowded upon them at once, giving them no time 
to rest day or night; for after studying and being kept shut up from the 
blessed fresh air all day, they go to bed feverish and worn out, so that 
they cannot rest. Far be it from me to object to having girls liberally 
educated; with this I have no fault to find ; my objection applies only to 
educating them too fast. Let them stay at school longer, and by having 
fewer things to do at one time, and a longer period wherein to do them, 
they will succeed better in accomplishing their object. Young girls be- 
tween twelve and sixteen are particularly liable to be morbidly affected 
by such a rigid course of discipline, as this is the time when that impor- 
tant change takes place, which is the commencement of a new era of 
their life. They are now changing from the girl to the woman! Now 
it is that the menses appear, or rather, they should now appear. But if 
girls are kept closely confined at school, and their minds almost unremit- 
tingly applied to study, so that their physical frames cannot be properly 
developed, the menstrual discharge will not take place. 

Probably nature may make an effort to establish this new function; 
but, under such circumstances, the effort will prove abortive. In such a 
case the physician will often be consulted, and told by the mother that 
her daughter has retention of the menses, and will be asked what can be 
done to save her from impending destruction. Will an intelligent phy- 
sician prescribe emmenagogues for such a patient, and still allow her to 
pursue her studies as usual, and be confined as much asever? By no 
means would he do so. He would tell her to throw away her books— 
stay out of the school-room—walk and ride in the open air, and take much 
active exercise. Under such regimen he can pretty safely predict that 
she will soon regain her wonted health. 

Look at the difference between the country and city girl. One is rosy 
with health, possessed of sufficient muscular strength to pile wood, while 
the other has not enough muscular power to enable her to walk four or 
five miles a day without feeling an almost insupportable degree of fatigue. 
What makes this wide difference? Nothing but the difference in their 
situations. She who lives in the country has the benefit of exercise in 
the pure fresh air, and shows the healthful effects of it in her whole con- 
tour; while the city girl, taught that work is degrading, lolls on the sofa 
and drags out a miserable existence, almost killed by ennui. 
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If young girls would work more, would exercise more in God’s free, 
open air, we would not see so many young ladies with narrow shoulders - 
and diminutive chests ; but they would be rosy with the bloom of health, 
and would be more like her of whom the poet spoke— 

Her neck with grace descending, 
In a heaven of beauty ending. 

Instead of being sallow and sickly-looking, they would be cheerful and 
gay—their smiling countenances indicative of the pleasures arising from 
perfect health. — 

In dress, it is, that fashion has almost universal sway—in this respect 
people feel bound to obey her dictates, however foolish they may be. 
Many, very many persons, will sacrifice health and comfort for the sake 
of being “ in the fashion;” seeming to think that they “might as well be 
out of the world as out of the fashion.” This potent goddes’ is as 
changeable as the wind, at one time compelling her votaries to clothe 
themselves almost to suffocation—and then again going to the other ex- 
treme, and giving them hardly enough apparel te hide their nakedness. 
If short-sleeved and low-necked dresses happen to be a la mode, young 
ladies who already have a predisposition to Phthisis Pulmonalis, and to 
whom it is all-important that every precaution should be taken to pre- 
vent its development, will expose themselves to the influence of cold and 
damp, while insufficiently clad, thus contracting pneumonia, bronchitis, 
and other diseases, which will act as exciting causes to develope the la- 
tent tendency to phthisis which is lurking in their systems, ready to a 
pear at the slightest bidding. F 

Pulmonary phthisis has doubtless been brought into existence in very 
many cases by such exposure, when it might have been prevented, or at 
least deferred for years, by protecting the breast by high-necked dresses 
and flannel, and observing prudence against exposure to cold and damp. 
How often do we find young ladies attributing the first symptoms of 
phthisis to exposure on a certain night when they “caught a cold,” 
while going to a party, dressed very thinly—while at the party, becom- 
ing excited and warm, and then going out into the cold without being 
clothed warmly. If young ladies appreciated the truth of Thompson’s 


words, 
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Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 

But is, when unadorn’d adorn’d the most. 
They would not resort to the meretricious aids of fashion to make them 
appear to better advantage. But, dressing neatly and tastefully, they 
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would still have a due regard for their health, and by prudent care would 
endeavor to ward off disease, and thus prevent the rose on their cheek 
from being banished, to give place to the pale lily. 

Happily for the health of our females, the murderous practice of wear- 


_ ing corsets has been almost entirely done away with. Comparatively few 


ladies now wear these instruments of death. No wonder that one sixth 
of the ladies who wore these things were afflicted with deformity and dis- 
ease. Look at the modus operandi of corsets, and you will not be sur- 
prised at the effects which they produce. They are laced tightly around 
the chest, compressing the heart and lungs, restraining the freedom of 
action of the respiratory and spinal muscles, and making the wearer breathe 
chiefly by the diaphragm and abdominal muscles. Such treatment natu- 
rally produces disease. The lungs cannot fully expand—the heart can- 
not act with its natural force, and the respiratory and spinal muscles be- 
ing thus shut up, inevitably lose much of their vigor of action; and dis- 
ease and deformity are the necessary consequences. Thanks to the good 
sense of our females, and the exertions of medical men, who have long 
cried out against their use, corsets have been very generally thrown aside. 
And what is the consequence? We see women of the present age hav- 
ing full and large chests, spines undeformed, and a much fuller develop- 
ment of their physical frames than was possessed by those who wore these 
horrid contrivances. This is a happy change, and we may well excuse 
the ardor of the aspirant for poetic fame, who, in view of this long de- 
sired reformatiom, thus gave vent to his feelings of enthusiastic delight— 
Sound the loud trumpet o’er valley and sea, 
The tape-strings are broken and women are free. 

Women in our country do not, generally speaking, dress warmly 
enough—they do not sufficiently guard against the sudden changes of 
temperature which so frequently occur. Professor C. D. Meigs, who has 
studied the diseases of females with great care, says, (referring particu- 
larly to the women of our country,) “ women are rarely clothed as warm- 
ly as they ought to be, custom, bienséance, the power. of fashion, cause 
them to clothe the pelvic regions of the body and thighs too lightly ; and 
the women who live in what is called the better class of society are 
constantly exposed to the morbific influence of cold and damp, applied to 
the lower extremities.” This is the language of one who has paid much 
attention to the investigation of the diseases of females, and, as such, is 
entitled to our confidence. 

Very few people take as much exercise as they should, and without 
this no one can be healthy. Active exercise is absolutely indispensible 
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to a healthy condition of our various functions. It aids digestion, devel- 
opes the muscles, prevents a torpid and sluggish state of the liver and 
bowels, and invigorates the whole system. Every one should walk seve- 
ral miles every day, if he wishes to be in a perfectly healthy state. Walk- 
ing is the best exercise that can be taken. It calls into action a vast 
number of muscles ; excites the functions of digestion, respiration, and 
circulation ; and in various ways does very much towards improving the 
state of the whole system, obviating the tendency to many diseases which 
but for this prophylactic course of action, would develope themselves. 
Professor S. Jackson says, in speaking of this subject, “‘ exercise of the 
muscles is the most effective of the resources of hygiene, when directed 
on proper principles, and alternated with repose. The general effects on 
the health accord with the number of the muscles bronght into action, 
and the energy of their exercise. The excitation of the organic actions 
is extended throughout the economy, and all the nutritive functions ex- 
perience an evident invigoration.” The beneficial effects of exercise on 
the general health are universally admitted, yet many are found who, 
“falsely luxuriant,” refuse to obey the dictates of common sense, and 
who will not overcome their slothful habits ; but such must suffer the pe- 
nalty due to this neglect of nature’s laws. What remedy is more effect- 
ual in the treatment of anzemia than exercise in the open air? In the 
treatment of this disease, exercise is of paramount importance to restore 
the healthy crasis of the blood. 

The habit of taking quack medicines might be here spoken of as one 
of the ways in which health is destroyed; but this is a subject, the full 
consideration of which would require more space than can be given to it 
in this place. “Tis passing strange, that so many people will destroy 
themselves by gulping down these vile compounds, which are concocted 
by ignorant and uneducated charlatans, who know nothing of the nature 
of the diseases in the cure of which they represent their medicines to be 
so efficacious. Suicides without number are committed by persons who take 
these medicines from the vain hope of receiving benefit from them. But 
such is human nature, it will not know its own good... 

Much more might be said of the different modes in which the human 
system is morbifically influenced, but this essay has already attained an 
unreasonable length. 

And now it may be asked, how are these various causes which ruin 
the health of so many persons, to be obviated? Simply by teaching peo- 
ple what promotes and what injures health. If we would obey the in- 
junction of the Grecian philosopher y»wéi ssavrov, we would more fully 
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appreciate the necessity of taking care of ourselves. Let physicians then, 
actuated by feelings of benevolence and kind-heartedness towards their 
fellow-creatures, instruct them in the laws of hygiene. Let them teach 
others how, by prudent care and watching, they may in a great measure 
keep themselves free from disease. A physician should not be a mere 
prescriber—his desire should be not only to cure disease already existing, 
but also to prevent the occurrence of disease. Let him by prudent coun- 
sel and wise advice endeavor 
“ Delectando pariterque monendo, 
Prodesse quam conspici.” 

If physicians would do all that they could to prevent disease, they 
would do an incalculable amount of good. Let them, by their knowledge 
of ‘the human organism and the laws which govern it, give such advice 
as will secure to each person, when possible, “mens sana in corpore sano;” 
and although they may not as well fill their purses by thus doing, as if 
they were to leave disease to attack those in whom it might have been 
prevented, surely they will feel happier from a conviction of having done 
their duty. 

The medical profession is a noble calling, and none should enter its 
ranks merely for the sordid purpose of making money from the sufferings 
of their fellow-creatures. Every medical man should be actuated by the 
purest benevolence, willing to sacrifice his own pleasure and comfort in 
order to alleviate the sufferings of the afflicted, and by so doing endeavor 
to succeed in “ driving away the dark-winged fiend who is hovering over 
his promised victim, and scattering roses where the lily only drooped be- 
fore, and opening up in renewed freshness and copiousness, the fountains 
and streams of life, and hope, and enjoyment that always gush at Hy- 
geia’s feet.” 

Jeanesville, Luzerne Co., Pa., March 16, 1853. 





Remarks on Dry Cupping. By B. H. Wasutnaton, M. D. 


I was called to a child, zt 7, (previously under charge of a “ regular” 
physician and a steamer) presenting the following symptoms, sequelze of 
searlet fever: pulse 140, remarkably hard and wiry ; an abscess on one 
side of the throat as large as a turkey egg, and one on the other not 
quite so large; complete aphonia from condition of her throat; an ab- 
seess on back of left hand, left arm partially paralyzed; liver torpid, 
bowels irregular, sometimes costive, sometimes too loose, at that time cos- 
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tive ; severe sciatic pain from left hip to the knee, could not bear any- 
thing heavier than a sheet ; excessive emaciation as in the last stages of 
cholera infantum: heavy night sweats, but skin remarkably harsh and 
scaly during the paroxysm, and altogether presenting a most pitiable 
wreck of humanity ; and her voiceless grief, as I inadvertently touched 
her sciatic leg, touched my heart deeper than the loudest groans. 

I was fairly run aground, never had seen, heard, or read of such a 
case, and my only chance seemed to be, to do the best I could, and push 
off to Elkton, (Todd Co. Ky.,) and consult some experienced physician. 

In my historical reading, a statement that Napoleon’s success was, in 
a great measure, owing to his bringing his forces from all quarters, and 
thus overwhelming the enemy, instead of endeavoring to succeed by one 
fierce charge, struck me with peculiar force ; thus will I do, said I, when 
I commence practicing. Some physicians arrange their forces incongru- 
ously, sometimes incompatibly, and then a helter skelter charge is made 
through the prime vie—merely to find themselves on the other side. 

With too many, the one engrossing idea seems to be, to make a suc- 
cessful charge through the primze viz, and all other points are neglected; 
the skin for instance, is frequently entirely overlooked. 

In pursuance of the plan of attacking the enemy from as many quar- 
ters as practicable, the following indications were laid down—Ist to re- 
duce the pulse to the natural standard: 2d, to arouse the skin to a pro- 
per discharge of its functions: 3d, to regulate the liver and bowels: 4th, 
to cure the abscesses: 5th, to relieve the sciatic leg and paralyzed arm. 
From the history of the case, it was very evident that the condition of the 
pulse was the result of excessive stimulation, the brandy was therefore 
directed to be given in half the quantity and at double the interval: the 
whole body was to be sponged in warm water three times per day : a mus- 
tard plaster was applied the whole length of the spine: compresses (first 
applied cold, but found useless) wrung out of warm water were applied 
around her throat, and a strong vol. liniment was rubbed on the spine, 
after the mustard plaster had sufficiently drawn. On going to Elkton, 
was advised by a distinguished physician to stimulate with wine, or bran- 
dy, give a little quinine, and regulate the bowels by a grain or two of 
calomel, or blue mass; was told if her pulse was 120, she was bound to 
die. Fully believing she was “bound to die,” concluded to omit the 
wine, as she was already over stimulated: calomel and quinine were ad- 
ministered as directed ; the next day fever was high, and diarrhoea had 
followed the opening of the bowels: I quit all stimulants and purgatives 
with the determination to give nature as fair a chance as possible; had 
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the patient put in warm bath twice per day, and continued the other re- 
medies. In the course of five or six days, commenced dry cupping the 
whole length of the spine, instead of the vol. liniment and mustard pre- 
viously used as a substitute: in the course of ten days, the patient had 
improved so much, I cautiously tried the mist. ferri. compos. and in less 
than four weeks from first visit, she was fat and rosy. 

The deductions drawn from the case were few, but valuable: hitherto 
I had only used dry cupping in strictly nervous cases, and it was to re- 
lieve the sciatica and paralysis of the arm, that it was tried; but finding 
the stomach completely digesting her food, the liver acting finely, and in 


consequence, the bowels becoming regular, the kidneys aroused to such — 


free action as to relieve the skin, my eyes were opened to the fact, sur- 
prising to me, that dry cupping was a powerful alterative, and that the 
different organs could be effectually regulated through the medium of the 
nervous system. The anatomical structure of the nervous system gave 
me a clue to the rationale of the modus operandi of dry cupping : through 
the intimate connection of the spinal marrow with the whole system, 
when an impression is made on the spinal marrow, it is transmitted to 
the different organs through the respective nerves arising from it. 

I had read much of nervous sympathy, but only a few isolated facts 
were found of any practical value, but that case was, to me, the “open 
sesame” of the nervous system ; and its intimate connections were studied 
with far more pleasure from the fact that almost every item was of direct 
practical value. 

Hence, for instance, if I find a pregnant female suffering with head- 
ache or cardialgia, I do not apply a mustard plaster or leaf of horseradish, 
nor administer alkalies, but I simply dry cup her spine, break the chain 
of nervous sympathy, and by regular repetition, accompanied with fre- 
quent sponging of the whole body, keep i broken, and unless she is ex- 
cessively imprudent, no inconvenience is felt from her situation. Or if 
she is suffering from irritability of the bladder ; from acrid urine, I caleu- 
late as certainly on a secretion of bland urine following dry cupping and 
sponging, as any other person would from the best diuretic known. Nei- 
ther is there, to my mind, however it may appear to others, a tithe of 
the incongruity in recommending dry cupping and sponging for leucor- 
rhea, amemorrhea, or dysmenorrhea, or their numcrous sympathetic com- 
plications, that there is in the various plans recommended for those dis- 
eases, simply because the organ affected can be more easily reached and 
regulated through the nerves distributed to it, than by the indirect me- 
thods usually recommended. In conclusion, I will say, all I ask is a fair 
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trial, and if any one finds my hobby does not ride well, let him stick to 








e his own. 
‘- Hannibal, Mo., March, 1853. 
, Case of Prurigo Senilis. By Wii1am Jounson, M. D. 


Prurigo senilis is sometimes extremely persistent ; annoying to the pa- 
tient, and vexatious to the physician—setting at defiance the most judi- 
cious efforts for its removal. These considerations will be my sufficient 
, excuse for presenting the following case to the readers of the Medical 
, Reporter. 

E. B., aged 80, after having suffered from a very obstinate attack of 
erysipelatous inflammation of the lower extremities, involving the genita- 
lia, perineum and nates, became the subject of this most distressing af- 
fection—prurigo. The part selected for its attack was all the space be- 
tween the scapulae, and about four or five inches below them. The 
itching was of the most distressing nature, particularly during the night 
season, compelling the old gentleman to pass a considerable portion of 
the night out of the bed. Some idea may be formed of his sufferings 
from the strong language in which he expressed his feelings. ‘ Doctor, 
(but perhaps I ought not to express myself so) my sufferings appear to 
me like the torments of the damned.” 

The appearance of the skin presented nothing abnormal—no papule— 
no blush of inflammation, but some slight abrasion of the cuticle from 
involuntary scratching and rubbing; but this mode of relief he endeavor- 
ed carefully to avoid, finding by sad experience his sufferings increased 
thereby. The most distressing, burning sensation was produced by fric- 
tion of the affected parts. 

In the treatment of this case I should have commenced with the nit. 
argent. in solution, to the whole of the irritated surface, but it had been 
so freely used in the erysipelatous attack, that the patient objected to it. 
It had produced destruction of the cuticle and subjacent tissue on seve- 
ral spots on which it had been applied, and it had not afforded him the 
relief which the ung. hyd. nitrat. had done. I used therefore, this oint- 
ment to the surface affected by the prurigo, but with no benefit. I next 
applied ung. acid. sulphur. with no better success. I directed the parts 
affected to be washed with a mixture of prussic acid and water. It did not 
answer. I used an ointment prepared by boiling fol: digital: in hog’s 
lard—it did him no good. Fol. aconit. prepared and used in the same 
manner as the foregoing article, did afford some relief—but the disease 


was not subdued. 
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I had now been in attendance for a fortnight in this case, and the pa- 
tient was but little relieved. The foregoing, and a number of other ap- 
pliances both external and internal, had been employed, but still the dis- 
ease ran on. I consulted books, but got no help. In looking over Wat- 
son’s Practice, I found that the doctor had himself been in a predicament 

similar to my own. He stated that he had by mere accident been induced 
to prescribe the aconitine with complete success. I now determined to use 
it in this case. Fifteen grains of the aconitine were rubbed up with one 
and a half ounces of lard. A small quantity of this ointment was direct- 
ed to be applied night and morning over the whole seat of irritation; 
carefully avoiding every spot on which there was the slightest abrasion of 
the cuticle. In three or four days my patient was cured, and although 
two years and a quarter have elapsed, there has been no return of the 
disease. The aconitine in this case acted like a charm, and nothing but 
the exorbitant price of the article should prevent its general use in a dis- 
ease which I have myself in several instances seen protracted for years. 

Whitehouse Village, March, 1858. 


Singular Case of Congenital Deformity. By Wa. K. Mason, M.D. 

In April, 1851, I was called to attend Mrs. P., in her accouchement. 
After about an hour’s natural labor and no difficulty whatever, she was 
delivered of a fine male child, of about ten pounds weight; every thing 
natural except nearly all the small intestines, part of omentum covered 
with peritoneal coat, out of, and lying on, the external part of abdomen, 
and attached by adhesions up the umbilical cord for four inches, and 
around the edges of the umbilical opening, which was about the size of 
half a dollar. There had nothing happened that would have had a tenden- 
ey of ptoducing umbilical hernia. I immediately, after placing the mo- 
ther comfortably in bed, dissected and cleared the sack from the cord and 
atound the opening, and carefully introduced them into the abdomen, 
and dressed the orifice with strips of adhesive plaster, so as to draw the 
edges together a little more at each dressing, with compress and bandage. 
The orifice kept contracting and adhesive inflamation went kindly on un- 
til it was closed. It now appears natural and the child is perfectly well. 
Now those intestines must have grown in the position in which we 
found them, 'in utero. I have never seen such @ case in forty years 
practice, and several thousand obstetrical cases. Have you ever had such 
a ease? I have seen such reported in medical authors, but believe they 
generally terminated fatally. 

Tuckerton, April, 20, 1852. 
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Quackery and the Clergy. By J. Lawrence Day, M. D. 


With the question whether the Reporter is “hand in hand with quack- 
ery,” I will not interfere ; but will remark generally, that as professional 
men we cannot be too careful to avoid any and every thing that savors 
of quackery—we should neither become quacks ourselves nor should we 
give any quarter, and much less aid and comfort to the enemy. We 
should be, in fact, as the community esteem us to be, the uncompromi- 
sing enemies of all sorts of quackery, and every kind and style of quack 
medicine. Sometimes, indeed, we allow patent medicines as things that 
will do neither hurt nor good, merely to gratify the whims or preju- 
dices of patients. This, however, I esteem prejudicial to the dignity 
of the profession. While therefore, in respect to quack medicines and 
alliances with the uncommon popular humbugs of the day, we claim 
to be exclusive, are we not indirectly lending our countenance and sup- 
port to all the things we so much abhor? This question I intend to ex- 
amine, hoping the members of the profession will look a little at their ex- 
perience, and if they think I am right, second the suggestion I intend to 
make in the sequel of this article. 

The clergy are the especial friends and abettors of all patent pills, 
powders and pectorals, syrups and sarsaparillas, hydro, homeo, and every 
other newfangled pathy—certified friends—walking advertisements from 
house to house, and practical supporters. From this charge we take 
pleasure in exempting very many, buta reference to quack advertisements 
will show how much dependence is placed upon this kind of influence. 
The shame of the medical profession in this business is, that we support 
the clergy in this course, by (to them) cheapening our skill and medicine 
to a gratuity. Your New Jersey code does not allow a regular practi- 
tioner to charge the ministerial brethren within his limits: and I have 
known some strife among rival physicians for the privilege of dispensing 
to a very large minister’s family, their advice and medicine gratuitously- 
For this generosity, peculiar to our profession, they have been repaid in 
a few months or years, by having the recipient of their gratuity advise 
patients to use some of the innumerable patent nostrums, or by seeing 
him introduce to his own family the perfect stranger, who has “ just come 
to town,” to practice homeopathy, or by knowing that the minister, or 
his wife or child, is at some famed hydropathic establishment. In doing 
this they do not intend any disregard to the profession, but are rather in- 
fluenced by the too common and very natural method of estimating the 
value of things according to their cost. The various nostrums so largely 














| 
f 
i 


284 Day—Quackery and the Clergy. - (May 


certified by the clergy, are not sold to druggists with directions to furnish 
ministers families gratis, nor does homeopathy or any other pathy, send 
the minister a bill and receipt without the money fully paid. Patent 
medicines and patent advice, with sugar pellets dealt out by doctors pa- 
tent made at the shortest notice, all cost money—but our hard earned 
experience, our toiling study, our outlay of capital in tuition, books, and 
instruments, must yield no interest. We are not therefore just to our- 
selves , unless there be a reciprocal service. Where is it? Did you 
ever hear of a doctor of medicine married without a wedding fee? The 
doctor, in a congregation, must attend also the poor of the church with- 
out fee; for there is no one to buy patent medicines. He is, too, ex- 
pected to do for the church and minister even beyond his means. He 
must subscribe liberally, and take an eligible pew, with an eligible salary 
attached—for who will employ an illiberal or mean doctor. Show me, 
Mr. Editor, in this, if you can, any reciprocity—any justice—any honor 
—any pay, or anything else belonging to the dignity of the medical pro- 
fession, and I will acknowledge I am mistaken. 

Having very briefly alluded to some facts, attested in the experience, I 
am free to say, of almost every country practitioner, I will only suggest, 
as promised, that we abandon the practice of not charging ministers. I 
will venture the assertion, that the average pay of the clergy is fully 
equal to the average of physicians—on no principle then, can I see the 
justice or the propriety of that article in your code of ethics, and much 
less any propriety in the practice arising under it. 

Wilkesbarre, Pa., April, 1858. 


Norge. The suggestions of our friend, Dr. Day, are certeinly worthy 
of notice, and while we would recommend them to the profession, and 
especially to the clergy, we would remark with reference to the N. Jersey 
rule in this respect, that it has not had the effect upon our clerical friends, 
that is complained of in some other places. We do not know of a 
single clergyman in our own vicinity who recognizes any other sys- 
tem of medicine than that acknowledged by the New Jersey Medical 
Society, though we have no doubt at all, that such may be found. 
And, we may mention that at a recent meeting of the New Jersey 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, held at Bridgeton, 
one of its members was arraigned for practicing Quackery. He came 
very near losing his connection with the Conference, on this ac- 
count; and had he not entered into a written obligation to abandon 
the practice, would no doubt have lost his ministerial relation to the 
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Church; and in order to establish, the principle that quackery in 
any form is unworthy the support of an enlightened ministry, one 
of the members of the Conference presented the subject,in such a lucid 
manner, as clearly to enable all who would, to distinguish between the 
true and false in the various systems of medicine : and many reasons were 
offered why hydro and homeo-pathies, and other equally unreal forms of 
medicine, should be disregarded by a lofty, and religious public sentiment. 

While we suppose the offence was in practicing medicine under any 
name, the history of its investigation proves that it was greatly aggrava- 
ted in the judgment of the Conference, by the fact that the course pur- 
sued was not in accordance with acknowledged, and authorized medicine. - 
The clerical brother was in the habit of “puking” his parishioners with 
lobelia, and of evaporating latent morbific influences by the steaming 
system of Thompson. This was the “head and front” of his offending, 
and, for this he received an active alterative dose, which, we trust, may 
prove entirely restorative. 

Now we would not presume to assert that the medical profession of New 
Jersey is entitled to all the credit of having created such a healthy pub- 
lic feeling, lest our professional brethren across the Delaware, and among 
the mountains of our sister State, would compare unfavorably with us, 
we would be very modest on this point; neither would we claim for our 
brethren of the ministry, that they are either more enlightened, or less 
inclined than others of the same profession elsewhere, to run after the 
empty bubbles of imagination which rise about us with every breeze, and 
break by contact with every solid truth; or give more praise to the de- 
nomination already named, than to any other—but we would honestly 
say, that the medical profession of this State, having maintained its or- 
ganization effectively and honorably, for well nigh a hundred years, has 
gained, not by superior merit perhaps, as by the general award of esteem 
that is bestowed by all wpon the aged, the respect and confidence of the 
learned, and the influential, as well as of the people generally. Our Me- 
dical Society has recorded upon its minutes a goodly portion of the his- 
tory of the State. Having existed before the Revolution, and number- 
ing among its members, many of the actors in the scenes of those times, 
it forms an important link in the great chain of events which mark our 
early progress asa struggling province, and subsequently as a prosperous 
commonwealth; and its continuance is necessary to the completion of the 
same course of history. Hence it has become one of our State Institu- 
tions, and we may say a “peculiar institution,” in the support of which, 
the people are interested ; again, most of its members residing in small 
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towns and villages, from their relation to the people, and their position 
in society, acquire a controlling influence over public sentiment, especial- 
ly in matters relating to the profession, and are generally enabled to 
maintain it. 

These may be presented as some of the reasons why physicians in N. 
Jersey have kept above the tide of empiricism, and carried with them, to 
a good degree, the popular sentiment. True, some of the people have 
consented to be caught, but the general fact is admitted (even by their 
advocates) that these various pseudo-systems, are but play things to amuse 
the fancy—that may be safe to indulge, in cases of trifling sickness, but 
that are not to be trusted in grave diseases, which require real treatment. 

Ep. 
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Quarterly Summary of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, from 
February 2, 1853, to April 6, 1853, inelusive. 

It is well known to our readers that we are in the habit of makin 
large extracts from this periodical, and in the present instance we f 
more inclined than ever to do so; but owing to the crowded state of our 
columns, we must defer the notice of Biographical Sketches of Drs. Isaac 
Parrish and William R. Grant, of Philadelphia, both of which are inter- 
esting and useful, till our next issue, and confine ourselves at present to 
a summary of a case reported by Prof. Wood, under the following caption. 


Case of Peritonitis with probable Intestinal Perforation.—The case, 
when first seen by Dr. Wood, presented the symptoms of a mild case of 
enteric fever, at the close of the first, or commencement of the second 
week ; but there were no sudamina, or red spots any where on the sur- 
face, and no diarrhea ; but little change was noticed in the progress of the 
case till symptoms of severe peritonitis were observed on the ninth day— 
the abdomen was swollen, tense and painful; the pulse was small, thready, 
and frequent; the skin hot, and the countenance expressive of _ anx- 
iety. Under the impression that perforation had oceurred, a blis 
applied over the whole abdominal surface, and the patient kept under the 
decided influence of morphia, and the gums aff by the hourly admi- 
nistration of one grainof mercurial pill. The diet farinaceous. The object 
of the morphia was to keep the bowels at rest, of the blue mass and blister, 
to obviate inflammation, and of the diet to support the strength. The 
amount of morphia used, was equivalent to from twelve to twenty grai 
of opium daily, and while it maintained a state of semi-insensibility, it 
produced and sustained a steady perspiration ; amendment of most of the 
symptoms soon became apparent, and the bowels, which had not been 
moved from the commencement of the peritoneal attack, were opened 
spontaneously ; but the tougue remained dry, and there was some febrile 
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excitement. At this stage of the attack, believing that the perforation 
was closed by adhesions, Dr. W. commenced the use of oil of turpentine 
in the dose of ten drops every two hours, combined with emulsion, the 
morphia and blue mass being continued. In two days the tympanites 
was decidedly diminished, and all the symptoms ameliorated. The mer- 
curial was here omitted, though the oil and morphia were continued, in 
quantities proportionate to the symptoms, and in five or six weeks the 
patient was restored to tolerable health. 

The case, whether one of perforation or not, is therapeutically inte- 
resting, as showing the advantage of the opium treatment, conjoined with 
mercurialization, under circumstances which did not permit a recourse to 
the lancet : as well as elucidating the value of oil of turpentine as a re- 
medy, in typhoid or enteric fever, after the subsidence, of peritoneal in- 
flammation. 


—_—_ 


EDITORIAL. 


r odd 4 POSTPONEMENT. 

There are several subjects noticed in the Transactions of the American 
Medical Asséciation, upon which it becomes us to remark, but the unu- 
sual space occupied by the Transactions in the present issue, and the ac- 
eumulation of original communications, renders a postponement expedi- 
ent. This will therefore be received by our readers as a reason for not 
enlarging now, upon some subjects of interest, of which it will be expect- 
ed that we should express ourselves, as the Reporter has already taken a 
position, which not to reassume would have the appearance of a retreat. 





PRacTicaAL PHARMACY. 


We publish in the present number of the Reporter, the announce- 
ment of E. Parrish’s School of Practical Pharmacy, locatéd in Philadel- 
phia, and which we commend to the favorable notice of our subscribers. 
There is no institution that we know of, which with so little pretension 
is doing so much substantial service in the way of medical instruction. 
As appears by the catalogue, 154 students and graduates have been in- 
structed therein, in the art of preparing and prescribing medicines ; some 
of whom have taken two courses. 

There has been but one testimony, as far as we have been informed, 
in relation to the value of this course. Including Clinical instructions 
as well as lectures and examinations, it presents advantages to the stu- 
dent not attainable elsewhere, and which we hope will be more — 
appreciated and extended. 
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Our Present NUMBER. 


It will be observed that this number of the Reporter is pretty much 
taken up with a report of the proceedings of our National medical organ- 
ization, recently held. We have succeeded in compiling a very complete 
account of them including abstracts of some of the excellent re- 
ports which were read on that occasion, and we very much mistake the 
character of our readers for intelligence, and the interest they possess 
in the welfare of their chosen profession, if any apology is needed for the 
space occupied with these details. If we rightly judge, there is 
nothing that would be more acceptable to the majority of them. 
Much other matter has necessarily been crowded out by this extended 
report, and we have, besides, been obliged to add a number of pages, as 
well as to print in very small type. 


The original communications in this number are varied and interest- 
ing, and will repay attentive perusal. We trust that correspondents will 
continue to favor us, and that our table will groan with the weight, not 
only of papers, but the useful and practical ideas they may contain. On 
this subject we beg to refer to the strictures of Dr. N. 8. Davis, Chair- 
man of the committee on Medical literature, on a subsequent page. 

The Reporter stands committed to a hearty support of our medical or- 
ganizations, and we trust that our readers will encourage us in our ef- 
forts to keep the profession apprized of all that transpires, which is of in- 
terest to it. The best support and encouragement we can have, is ex- 
tended means by which we may avail ourselves of the various sources of 
acquiring information, and this can be afforded us, first, by those 
who are in arrears paying their dues—and second, by an increase in our 
subscription list. 

We feel flattered and encouraged by the notice taken of the Re- 
porter in a recent meeting of the Somerset District Medical Socie- 
ty. Let all our District Societies manifest the interest in the welfare of 
the Reporter that two or three have, and our circulation would very soon 
be much extended in our own State. Each of our readers might, we 
should think, send us one additional name. Will they not try? - 


PROCEEDINGS OF MeEpicaL Societies. 


Somerset County, N. J.—The District Medical — the county 
< — held its annual meeting at Somerville on 
’ ’ 


ursday, April 
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Members present, Drs. H. H. Vanderveer, President; J. W. Craig, 
C. C. Suydam, F. 8. Schenck, R. S. Smith, A. Skillman, P. D. Me- 
Kissack, and 8. K. Martin. The Secretary being absent, Dr. S. K. 
Martin was appointed Secretary pro tem. 

Dr. Craig announced the decease of Dr. William D. Mc Kissack, and 
moved that a committee be appointed to draught resolutions expressive 
of the sense of the Society relative to his decease. Drs. Craig, Smith, 
and Schenck were appointed, and reported as follows: 

Resolved, That this Society have learned with profound regret, the 
death of their much esteemed and respected friend, Dr. William D. Mc- 
Kissack, an honored and highly respected member of this Society, and 
that in his death, the Medical Society of Somerset feel deeply the loss of 
one of its most valuable and distinguished members, and its members, in- 
dividually, a warm and sincere friend and associate. 

Resolved, That this Society offer to his afflicted family, in this severe 
bereavement, the expression of their heartfelt sympathies. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to forward the foregoing re- 
solutions to the family of the deceased, and that they be published in the 
Somerville papers and the New Jersey Medical Reporter. 

The Committee further say, that as the highest inducement to a faith- 
ful performance of the varied duties of the profession of medicine, and of 
social life, which can be offered to the young and ardent, is to be found 
in the respect paid to the memory of the useful and virtuous, after death, 
Therefore, they recommend, that the President propose some member of 
this Society, to write a Biographical Memoir of our lamented friend and 
colleague, and cause the same to be published in the New Jersey Medi- 
cal Reporter. 

Communications were received from Drs. L. H. Mosher, J. B. Van- 
derveer, and J. Alfred Gray, expressing their desire of becoming mem- 
bers of this Society. 

The application of Dr. J. W. Moore having been received at a previous 
meeting of the Society, was acted on, and he was admitted as a member. 

The following resolutions were passed:— 

Resolved, That the members of this Society are requested to report 
verbally, such cases of disease and mode of treatment, as may come un- 
der their observation ; which when reported, shall be open to the Society 
for debate and conversation. 

Resolved, That in future, including the minutes of this day, the Se- 
cretary be required to prepare a synopsis of the proceedings of this So- 
ciety, for publication in the New Jersey Medical Reporter. 

Dr. Suydam was appointed reporter, to observe and note the medical 
history of the ensuing season, within the range of his observation. 

Dr. J. W. Craig was appointed by the President, to pre a Bio- 
_ Memoir of the late Dr. W. D. McKissack, for publication in 

e 


New Jersey Medical me 
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. Delegates to the State Medical Society—J. W. Craig, Peter D. Mc- 
Kissack, H. F. Vanderveer, and S. K. Martin. 
S. K. Martin, Sec. pro. tem. 


The following brief summary of the proceedings of the District Medi- 
cal Society for Cumberland Oo. we cut from the West Jersey Pioneer. 
The Society met in Bridgeton on the 5th ult. 

Drs. B. R. Bateman, of Cedarville, and C. Butcher, of Maurice-town, 
were appointed Delegates to the American Medical Association, to meet 
in the City of New York on the Ist Tuesday in May. 

After dinner the Society was called to order, and listened to an ad- 
dress from Dr. E. E. Bateman, of Cedarville, upon the life and character 
of Dr. E. M. Porter. For which the thanks of the Society were return- 
ed, and a copy of the address ordered to be placed on file. 

The following resolutions were adopted :— 

Resolved,That this Society has heard with deep regret of the decease, 
since our last meeting, of an esteemed fellow member, Dr. E. M. Porter; 
one whose course though brief, was yet brilliant, and gave evidence of 
medical genius of high order. 

As a tribute of respect, and to manifest our heartfelt sorrow for the 
loss we have sustained : 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with, and tender our condolence 
to, the family and friends of the deceased. 

Resolved, That the sag ag append the above resolutions to the ad- 
dress delivered to-day by Dr. E. i Bateman. 

Very few epidemic diseases were reported for the last six months, save 
catarrhal affections. 

The past Winter has been remarkable for mortality among the aged. 
In Bridgeton, death has well nigh severed the links that connect the pre- 
sent with the past, and left but few who can recite the early history of 
our town, or whose eyes have witnessed Revolutionary blood. 

The discussions at this meeting were spirited and profitable, and doubt- 
less caused all present to feel the advantages of social intercourse. 


OBITUARY. 

Since our last, death has made sad inroads into the ranks of our pro- 
fession. Aside from those which have occurred from natural causes, we 
have to record,—as we do at the close of the Transactions of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association—a wholesale destruction of some of the most 
valuable lives in our ranks, in the New England states, by the horrible 
catastrophe on the New York and New Haven railway. 

Died—In Paris, March 12th M. Orfila xt. 66. He was well known 
as the author of works principally on Toxicology and Forensic medicine. 
—— In Dublin, March 29th, Robert James Graves, M. D., xt. 56. 
In St. Louis, Mo., March 25th, Dr. William Beaumont, who 





has become extensively known through his researches into the Physiolo- 
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gy of Digestion, and Experiments on the Gastric juice in the case of 
Alexis St. Martin. It is said that Dr. B. has within a few months en- 
deavored to re-engage St. Martin for the purpose of resuming his experi- ~ 
ments. 

— In London, about the Ist of April, Dr. Richard Chambers, a 
physician of worth and distinction. 

—— In Southold, N. Y., April 6th, Dr. Ira Corwin, wt. 70. 

—— In Mercer, Pa., on the night of Friday, April 8th, G. W. Bas- 
kin, M. D. Dr. B. was assassinated as he was about entering his house, 
by whom, or for what cause, is unknown. 

—— In Brooklyn, April 13th, S. B. Willey, M. D., xt. 46. 

—— In Albany, N. Y., April 21st, Lewis C. Beck, M. D., Professor 
of Chemistry in Albany Medical College, and of Chemistry and the Na- 
tural Sciences, in Rutger’s College, New Brunswick, in this State. 

—— At Dubuque, Iowa, April 22d, Dr. George W. Richards, a 
practitioner of eminence, and formerly Professor in Rush Medical Col- 
lege, Chicago. 

—— At Portsmouth, Va., May 2d, Dr. Cook, well known as a Sur- 
geon in the last war. 

—— In Chambersburg, Pa., Dr. Lane. 





AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting, held in the City of New York, 
May 3, 4 and 5, 1853. 


[We had made provision to obtain an account of the proceedings of the 
Association for the New Jersey Medical Reporter, as we did at Richmond 
last year, but finding that the Reporters of the New York press were pro- 
curing a full report, we have relied upon that. The following abstract is 
compiled principally from the Daily Times and the Herald.—Ep. N. J. 
Mep. Rep.] 


The American Medical Association held their Sixth Annual Meeting in the Presby- 
terian Church, Bleecker Street, the President, Dr. Beverty R. Wexurorp, of Va., in the 
Chair. The morning was occupied by the Committee of Arrangements, in receiving De- 

from the several States. At 11} A. M., the meeting organized, and the i 
dent congratulated the members of the Association upon the happy return of the anni- 
versary, the thronged attendance of de from all parts of the Union, and the 
flattering prospects and advancement of the profession generally. 

Dr. F. Campbell Stewart, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements and Recep- 
tion, before reading the list of Delegates, congratulated the Association upon the recur- 
rence of its anniversary. Seven had elapsed since the preliminary meeting of 
the Convention, which recommended the organization of this National Congress ; and, 
as New Yorkers, the Committee indulged in feelings of proud satisfaction at the trium- 
phant success which had attended so important a movement, originating in their State. 
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The labors of the learned body had been most arduous, but the result had not disap 

inted the expectations of the friends of reform and of progress in their profession. 
“Mighty objects were aimed at; important achievements had already been accom- 
plished; and a guarantee was afforded of the eventful fulfilment of the desires of 
those whose aspirations for the advancement and perfection of medicine, led them to 
propose the formation of this Association, which, representing the whole fraternity 
throughout our wide spread country, assembled annually, for scientific discussion, and 
to consult upon matters pertaining to the general welfare of the entire faculty. The 
five published volumes of their Transactions afforded abundant and conclusive evi- 
dence of the zeal by which they were actuated, and the ability which characterized 
the scientific labors of members. The meeting for this year had been generally anti- 
cipated with peculiar interest. An unusually large attendance had been expected. 
Numerous papers would be presented, and valuable reports were to be rendered; 
much of their time would be required for the consideration of subjects of grave impor- 
tance. He assured them that their advent had been looked for anxiously, and their 
colleagues had been desirous to manifest their appreciation of the cause in which 
they were engaged, and their estimation of the favor conferred by the Association in 
selecting this metropolis as the place for holding the present session. In the name 
of the united Profession of New York the Committee tendered them a sincere, hearty, 
and cordial welcome to our City. ; 

Dr. S. then called over the tist of delegates, and announced that a majority were 
present. 

The following table exhibits the representation of the States at this period of the 
proceedings: 


States and Districts. No. of Delegates. | States and Districts. No. of Delegates. 
New York, - : - 132 | Ohio, . - - 7 
Massachusetts, - - - 44 | Indiana, - - - 8 
Pennsylvania, - - - 40 | Missouri, - - - 6 
Maryland, . - : 17 | North Carolina, - : 2 
New Jersey, - . - 15 | South Carolina, - : 10 
New Hampshire, - : 11 | Georgia, - . : 3 
Virginia, : . - 14 | Alabama, - - - 2 
Rhode Island, - - - 12 | Iowa, : - - 1 
Connecticut, - : - 29 | Delaware, : - - 2 
Kentucky, - . - 5 | Maine, - : . 4 
Michigan, - - - 6 | Vermont, . - - 6 
Illinois, . - - 6 | District of Columbia, - 5 
Tennessee, - - : 3 _ 

Total number of delegates, - - - 390 





The Secretary announced that the following States were not represented : 

States Unrepresented —California, Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

The Vice Presidents and Ex-Presidents of the Association were requested to take 
their seats. on the platform with the President. 

On motion, a recess of fifteen minutes was taken to allow the Delegates to select 
one of their number from each State, as a Committee to nominate officers for the en- 
suing year. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, moved that immediately after the re of the Nomi- 
nating Committee, the President be called upon to read his address, but, at the request 
of Dr. Condie, withdrew his motion until the report of the Treasurer should be read. 

Dr. Pope of Missouri, extended an invitation to the Association to hold their next 
Annual Meeting, for 1854, at St. Louis. 

Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, said he was instructed to invite the Association to hold 
their next Annual Meeting in Philadelphia. 

- Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania.—Sir, although I am acting, in some measure, contrary 
to the general sense of my delegation, I would say, and do now move, “that the No 
minating Committee be instructed to report the city of St. Louis as the most fitting 
place for the next Annual Meeting. In doing this, however, I am far from forgetting 
the claims of Philadelphia, and I would beg of gentlemen to a 

ing in favor of St. Louis, and the early notice which I make in behalf of Philadel 

i ing selected as the city in which the Association will meet the suce 
year. (Applause.) : 

It was unanimously voted that the next meeting of the Medical Association be held 
in St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, as Chairman of the Committee of Publication, reported 
upon the sale and disposal of the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth volumes of the 
printed record of the Transactions of the Association, the number presented to kindred 
societies, the number sold, and the number remaining on hand. He wished to ob- 
serve that the implied, and sometimes open censure, cast upon the Committee on ac- 
count of a tardy issue of the books from the press was not deserved. The records 
were now voluminous, and much sought after. Under these circumstances, the pre- 
sent assessment of three dollars per annum was insufficient to have a work of such 
importance printed as speedily as the Committee wou:d wish. To meet the emergen- 
cy, he would move the following resolutions :-— 

First—That the assessment for the present year be increased from $3 to $5. 

Secondly—That the Committee on Publication be authorized to decide upon what 
terms the printed record of the Transactions of the Association shall be furnished to 
members and others. 

Both resolutions were read and adopted. 

The Treasurer read the following Keport— 





Cash received from all sources during the year, - $1,905 
Cash paid away during the year, - - - 2,016 
Balance due Treasurer, - $110 


Dr. Condie—At other meetings of this body we have had a balance of cash in the 
treasury, but the present account shows a deficit. It is absolutely necessary that mo- 
ney be forthcoming. One of our most talented members, one of the highest orna- 
ments of the profession, will read a paper which he has spent-years in compiling, and 
which will do honor to the author and the country. The proper illustration of the pa- 

r, 80 as that it may be published as it should be, will cost one thousand dollars, If 
it were sent forth in any other style, it would be a disgrace to the Association. » 1 had 
this matter in view when I proposed the increase of ent. I would move that 
the Publication Committee furnish extra copies of the printed transactions of the Asso- 
ciation to the chairmen of the different committees on epidemics, at the expense of 
this body. I am certain that the members will not object to give $5 for a volame 
which could not be bought by a private person or of a bookseller for that sum. 

The Secretary read communications inviting the Associafion to visit University 
Medical College, the Anatomical Museum, and Bloomingdale Lunatic Asylum. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart presented a report, recommending the admission of Dr. Marshall 
Hall of London, Surgeon Mower, U.S. A., Surgeons Bache, Pinckney, Brownell and 
a ame U. 8. N., Drs. Leonard and Betton, Florida, Hon. Dr. Bartlett, N. Y. Senate, 
Dr. Harris, Canada, Dr. Rodder, Canada West, Drs. Mclivaine and Pittman, Ameri 
ean Medical Society, Paris, to participate in the proceedings by invitation. 

On motion of Dr. Cox, a Committee was appointed to wait on Dr. Marshall Hall, and 
conduct him to a seat on the platform. 


DR. WELLFORD'S ADDRESS. 


The President then read a lengthy and very able address. It was an eloquent ex- 

sition of the objects of the Association—a rehearsal of the good it had done, and an 
indication of certain modes by which it may do still more. The Society has been in 
etistence some seven years. It grew out of a severely felt want of an organization 
of the scattered medical forces. A Convention assembled in this City, at the sugges 
tion of the New York Medical Society, to take into consideration the condition of the 
profession, and to adopt some concerted action. Although the call was ee 
circulated, about one hundred delegates from nineteen States of the Union respond 
to it by their personal presence. And they resolved to institute a National Associa- * 
tion for the protection of their interests, the maintenance of their honor and respecta- > 
bility, the advancement of their knowledge, and the extension of their usefulness. In 
the untried circumstances of their early history, imperfections in the plan of organiza- 
tion were inevitable. The President advises careful and gentle revision, but depre- 
cates all desultory innovations or sudden and radical changes. 

There are those who affect to believe that the Association has hitherto effected no- 


thing. In answer, the Doctor refers to the fact that it has aroused tion to the im- 
perfections of medical cultivation—that it has demonstrated the nebeemly of raising 
the standard of medical acquirements, and done much through its leverage to 


raise the profession to its proper level. It has secured in many a lengthened 
course of lectures, encouraging the well-disposed to require of the candidates for gra- 
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duation higher attainments in general and professional knowledge. It has stimulated 
se a ambition, and drawn out from quarters whence no other means would 
ve elicited, it, highly important contributions to medical science. It was the action 
of the Association, in its early days, which directed the attention of the Legislatures 
of several States to the high importance of collecting and measuring their vital siatis- 
tics. Following its suggestions, laws have been passed in New York, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Michigan and Illinois, and we believe, in several of the 
Southern States—not always of the most practicable sort, or the best that vould be 
devised, yet in every case highly honorable to the intentions of their framers, and like- 
ly to lead to more perfect systems—laws which provided for the registration of all the 
births, deaths and marriages within their several borders. In obedience of this recom- 
mendation of the Association, and in consequence of it, the Convention which recent- 
ly sat in Virginia, for the purpose of amending the State Constitution, made the pas 
sage of a registration act obligatory on her Legislature. In compliance with that re- 
quisition a law was passed at its late session, the first under her new Constitution. 
Another tangible and note-worthy result of the efforts of the Association, is the ac- 
tion of the Federal Government with reference to the adulteration of drugs. At the 
meeting in Baltimore in 1848, its attention was directed to the immense amount of 
adulterated and sophisticated drugs prepared in foreign countries, and imported into 
our own. Congress promptly responded to the recommendation of the Association, 
and in an act, approved June 26th, 1848, Inspectois were appointed, and the passage 
of any drug or medicine so adulterated or deteriorated as to be inferior in strength and 
purity to the standard established by the United States, London, Edinburg, French, 
and German Pharmacopeias and Dispensatories, positively prohibited. The Examiner 
of Drugs in the New York Custom House, within five months after this law, went into 
operation, had condemned and rejected no less than 13,000 lbs. of rhubarb, 2.500 Ibs. 
of opium, 7,200 Ibs. of jalap, 1,414 Ibs. of gum gamboge, 1,400 Ibs. senna, 30,000 lbs. of 
spurious yellow bark, 3,000 lbs. iodine, and 1,700 Ibs. of myrrh, al! of which, but for this 
law, would have found its way throughout our extensive country, and to the bedsides 
of the sick and the suffering, to mock them with their inertness, or poison them with 
their unsuspected strength. A Senator in Congress well remarked that, if the Nation- 
al Medical Association had advised no other reform than this, its labors would entitle 
its members to the gratitude of its country. Dr. Edwards, who was employed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to visit the principal ports and ascertain the working ot the 
law, found them to be: 1. An elevation in the quality and purity of the medicinal 
agents imported. 2. An entire prevention of adulterated and deteriorated drugs, &c., 
from entry and use. 3. No embarrassment to the honest importer and dealer. 4. An 
increased revenue. 5. Protection to the medical profession and community, and in- 
creased confidence and a desire for the continuance and faithful application of the law. 
Spurious and adulterated articles are now almost entirely excluded from our markets, 
with the exception of home manufacture. Nor have these increased. Attention hav- 
ing been thoroughly aroused to the whole subject, adulterations cannot be practiced 
with impunity as formerly. 
Much has been done, and yet it is only a beginning. The learned President next 
addressed himself to the task of indicating the points demanding immediate action. 
The city affords advantages which the country practitioner cannot enjoy. In the city, 
professional men meet daily ; every day they talk over affairs pertaining to their pro- 
fession. The spirit of their company is kept alive; the ambition of the zealous is 
never permitted to flag. In the country it is otherwise; a professional consultation is 
only an occasional event, and anything like daily contact with friendly brethren is out 
of the question. Yet physicians are but men, and when all the talk of a village is of 
* cattle and rich acres, and of ro the physician talks of such things, too—grows 
as | on medical matters, and becomes au fait on politics and farming. In some 
small degree to remedy this, let local medical societies be planted; and to facilitate 
their growth, the President advises the appointment of a committee to prepare a form 
of copanotinn of both local and State Societies, and that its adoption be earnestly re- 
quested. 
He calls attention to the very unsatisfactory state of things which allows a diploma to 
be considered equivalent to a license to practice, and indeed tolerates anybody as a 
ractitioner who chooses to dub himself a doctor—favors the invocation of State legis- 
ation on the subject, and the establishment of Licensing Boards to be entirely distinct 
from all bodies that grant diplomas. 
He invites a recommendation to the authorities charged with the duty, for such ac 
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tion as will shield the public from the home production of adulterated medicines. All 
that could be done to prevent the importation of these nuisances, the Federal Govern- 
ment has done; but there remains necessary such enactments by the several States 
as will make disreputable and unprofitable the business of preparing for the market 
inert medicines or drugs of a strength inferior to the officinal standard. 

Dr. John A. Lamb, of Pennsylvania, is the only one who has been appointed under 
power of the resolution adopted in 1852, to travel in Europe, and report upon fureign 
medical affairs. With a touching tribute to the memory of Drs. Drake and Horner, 
members who have deceased during the twelvemonth, and a word of advice fitly spo- 
ken, the President concluded his Address. 

Dr. Hays, of Pa., moved the thanks of the meeting be presented to the President for 
his elegant, appropriate and eloquent address, and requesting a copy for publication in 
the Transactions of the Association. Carried. 

The Secretary read a resolution passed by the Medical Society of Virginia, recom- 
mending the appointment of a well-qualified chemist to analyze the most prominent 
nostrums of the day, and publish the results monthly in the leading newspapers of 
each State. Also, a communication from the President of the American Medical So- 
ciety at Paris, appointing Drs. Pittman, Walton and Mcllvaine to attend this meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, the Committee on Publications were directed to send a full 
set of the Transactions of the Association to the Society at Paris. 

A communication was received from Dr. Ramsay, of Georgia, inclosing documents 
on srs matter, which were laid on the table. 

he Committee on nominations. reported the following officers for the ensuing year: 

For Presvdent—Dr. Jonathan Knight, of Connecticut. 

Vice President—Drs. Usher Parsons, of R.1.; Lewis Condict, of N.J.; Henry R. 
Frost, of S. C.; R. L. Howard, of Ohio. 

Secretaries—Drs. Edward L. Beadle, of N. Y.; and Edwin L. Lemoine, of Missouri. 

Treasurer—Dr. D. Francis Condie, of Penna. 

The Committee reported St. Louis, Mo., as the place to hold next annual meeting. 

The report was adopted. 

Drs. Couch, Watson and Atlee were appointed a Committee to conduct the Presi- 
dent elect and other officers to their seats. 

Dr. Knight on taking the Chair, returned thanks for the honor conferred on him. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., moved a vote of thanks to the late President, Dr. Wellford, for his 
dignified, courteous, and efficient manner in the Chair. Carried unanimously, the 
members rising. 

A vote of thanks was also passed to the retiring Secretary, Dr. Gooch. 

On motion of Dr. Hopkins of Maryland, it was resolved that no member speak more 
than ten minutes on any subject at one time 

Dr. Campbell Stewart moved that the Association do meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning and sit until 12, that a recess of an hour be then taken, and, after re-assem- 
bling, that the members sit from 1 to 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Carried. 

. Doctor Stewart submitted the following 


PROGRAMME OF PROCEEDINGS. 


Tuesday, May 3—The Association will meet in the Presbyterian Church, Bleecker 
Street, East of Broadway and fronting Crosby Street, at 9 o’clock, A.M. Delegates 
will be received in the evening, at the houses of the following gentlemen :— 

Governor Hamilton Fish, Stuyvesant Square, Corner of Second Avenue and Seven- 
teenth Street ; Dr. Isaac Wood, 68 East Seventeeth Street; Dr. Willard Parker, 195 
Twelfth Street ; Dr. G. P. Cammann, 109 Fourteenth Street ; Dr. James R. Wood, No. 
2 Irving Place, near Fourteenth street. ~ 

Wednesday, May 4.—Evening receptions by the following gentlemen: 

Ex-Mayor A. C. Kingsland, No. 114 Fifth Avenue; Dr. Edward Delafield, No. 2 
East Seventeenth Street; Dr. James Anderson, 30 University Place; Dr. William 
Detmold, 103 Ninth Street; Dr. Isaac E. Taylor, 828 Broadway. 

. Thursday, May, 8—Delegates are invited to a public dinner, to be given to the Ax 
sociation by the medical profession of the City of N. Y., at Metropolitan Hall, at 7 P.M. 

Friday, May 6.—Visit to the State and City Hospitals, and other — Institutions 
at Staten Island, Randall’s Island, Ward’s Island, and Blackwell’s Island, per Steam- 
boat Hero, from Pier No. 3, North River; near the Battery. The boat will leave punc- 
tually at 9 o’clock, A.M. The Association will be entertained by the Governors of 
the Almshouse, at Blackwell’s Island. Evening receptions by the following g -nilemen: 
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Dr. John C. Cheeseman, 473 Broadway; Dr. John Watson, 117 Tenth Street; Dr. 
Horace Green, 12 Clinton Place ; Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, 705 Broadway. 

It was was adopted. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


SECOND DAY-——-MORNING SESSION. 


The Delegates met precisely at nine o’clock, in the Bleecker Street Presbyterian 
Church, pursuant to adjournment. The President, Dr. Jonathan Knight, was called to 
the Chair, and Drs. Beadle and Lemoine (newly elected,) acted as Secretaries. Dr. 
Readle read the minutes of the meeting held upon Tuesday, the 3d inst., which were 
approved. The record showed that the name of Dr. Stephen H. Harris, California, 
had been omitted in the reported list of gentlemen invited by the Committee of Ar- 
rangements to occupy seats in the Association. 

Dr. Cox, of Md., moved for a reconsideration of the vote adopting the minutes, to 
allow of a correction in the Special Report of Committee ot Arrangements, inviting 
Drs. Pinckney and Bache, U.S. N., to take part in the proceedings. These gentlemen 
had a right to sit as delegates from the Army and Navy. 

Gana explained, and read from the 2d article of the Constitution relating to 
tes 

Dr. Watson, of New York, stated they had always been received as delegates. 

The motion to reconsider was put and lost, 

Dr. Cox hoped the Association would not take any action that would give offence 
to the Army and Navy Medical Institutions. He moved that Drs. Pinckney and 
Bache be received as regular delegates. 

Dr. Pinckney, U. S. N., asked to be heard, and claimed his right to a place as dele- 
gate, having been formerly received as such and signed the Constitution. 

* Dr. F. C. Stewart offered the following as an amendment to Dr. Cox’s motion : 

Resolved, As the sense of this Association, that under the present Constitution dele- 
gates can be received from the U. S. Army and Navy Medical Bureaus, when appoint- 
ed by the Chief of the Army and Navy Medical Bureau. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Dr. Stewart from the Committee of Arrangement, reported that several members 
had — their names since the report of yesterday. 

Dr. Cox, of Md., proposed Dr. Borland, of Arkansas, as a member by invitation. 

Dr. Spencer proposed Dr. Hurd, of New York, but on explanation from the Chair, 
withdrew the proposition. 

The President stated that the next business in order was the reading of 


STATED REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


De. C. D. Meigs, of Philadelphia, presented a report on “ Aeute and Chronic Dis 
eases of the Neck of the Uterus,” with a request that it should be referred to i 
on publication without reading. 

he report was adopted without reading. 

Dr. Coventry, of New York, moved for a suspension of the order of business, to take 
up the subject of proposed amendments to the Consitution. 

Dr. Cash, of New York, moved that the resolution be laid on the table, and the regu- 
lar order of business be proceeded with. Carried. 

following reports were then called— . 

Report--On the Causes of Tubercular Disease—Doctor D. F. Condie, of Pa., said 
that the Committee was not prepared to report at the present Convention meeting.— 
‘They had considered the subject very attentively, and the more they did so the more 
a new light broke upon them, until they began to doubt the orthodoxy of many of the 
received opinions regarding tuberculosis, its causes, and the proper course of medieal 
treatment to be pursued. An abundance of material was furnished—in fact, the re- 
wd almost ready ; but he had such onerous duties to perform during the year, 
: as. en eo od a and Treasurer of the Association, that it was — 

i it he could compile it in sha’ He made this explanation, lest 
Sodeamines should be d of i delones in the matien. re 





Dr, Atlee, (Pa.,) moved that the explanation be accepted, and the Committee con- 
tinued to the next session of the Association. 

A delegate inquired if they would then report? ; 

Dr. Condie thought so, but could not make a positive promise. If he did so, and 











eosaeswe sas PO Se Sese eS 


wa 


Pane soe a a. 7 

















. 


1853.] American Medical Association. 297 


and were prevented from performing it, he should feel mortified before the conven- 
tion. The Committee was continued. 

On the Mutual Relations of Yellow and Bilious Remittent Fever; by Dr. 
James Jones, of New Orleans. Committee not prepared. — 

Report—On Epidemic Erysipelas ; by Dr. R.S. Holmes, St. Louis, (Mo.,) Dr. Holmes 
not present. 

“ —On Acute and Chronic Diseases of the Neck of the Uterus; by Dr. Charles 
D. Meigs, Philadelphia. ; 

Professor Meigs presented a voluminous report, which he said he did not wish that 
the Association should give to the newspapers, as then it would get out of the “fami- 
ly.” The report was received and referred to the Committee on Publication, 

n the Agency of Refrigeration produced by the upward Radiation of 
Heat as an Exciting Cause of Disease ; by Dr. G. Emerson, of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Emerson gave a synopsis of the report of the Committee relative to their view 
of the theory of diseases caused by exposure to wet, damp, cold, malaria, and other 
agencies of this class; the different susceptibilities of the system when the body is en- 
pone | exposed to their action, or when radiation is interrupted by ever so thin a 
shade; the fallacy of lunar influences in exciting diseases; the extent of radiation 
upon clear nights; the reasons of the difference in the amount of diseases from the 
above causes in the city and country. The Doctor explained the tendency of the 
ideas of the Committee, when the report itself was accepted, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

Report—on Typhoid Fever; by Dr. F. H. Campbell, of Augusta, (Ga.) 

Dr. Campbell said he was not aware, until too late an hour to do so, of the fact that 
a written synopsis of each report was required by the rules of this Association. If per- 
mission were granted, he would make a verbal one, and explain to the convention the 
views he had taken regarding this class of fever. The permission was granted. 


Dr. Campbell—I have, sir, little experience in the actual treatment of typhoid fever, 
as it rarely prevails in the district where I am located. I have therefore given a con- 
densed history of the existing pathology regarding it, set forth by other writers, accom- 
panied with my own opinion that the disease lies and has its origin in the ganglionic 
system of nerves. If you divide some of the superior branches of these nerves, there 
is an immediate eccymosis of the eye different from the ganglionic congestion observa- 
ble during typhus fever. I have called attention to the existence and causes of the 
maculated spots which appear upon the surface in the one variety of fever and extend 
through the alimentary canal in the other; and reason that the latter morbid appear- 
ances are the result of the diseased ganglionic plexus extending from the superior cer- 
vical vertebree through the vertebral column to the ganglions of the sacrum. In re- 
referring typhoid fever to this cause, I have recorded the appearances presented in 
the pharyngeal plexus the larynx, cesophagus, stomach and duodenum, (which is sepa- 
rated in a great degree from the influence of the cerebro-spinal system), and I have 
then pointed out the existence of the ulcerations of the lower portion of the illium, and 
to a great extent, as a reason for my belief. I have traced the different appearances 
observed in typhus fever. I have examined the theory of Woods upon the deficiency 
of fibrin in the blood, and endeavored to show that typhus and typhoid fevers are 
quite distinct diseases. 

' The synopsis was received with loud applause, and the report referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

’ Report—On the Epidemics of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland ; 
by Dr. John L. Atlee, Lancaster, Pa. Dr. Atlee could not report, from the want of 
personal practice in his district since the Convention met last, and also from the fact 
that gentlemen residing in different sections of the States named had not sent the re- 
sult of their experience to him. New Jersey was so healthy that they had no epidem- 
ics since the Richmond Convention. He found that you may as well attempt to move 
the iron mountain of Missouri as endeavor to get medical men to commit their re- 
marksto writing. There was, therefore, a lack of material. He hoped the Committee 
would be excused. Committee excused and continued. 

Prof. Palmer, Chicago, moved the following: 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly recommend to the local Societies in differ- 
ent portions of our country, to appoint Committees, whose duties it shall be to record 
the prevalence of epidemic or other diseases, and the general state of health in their 
respective localities, and to transmit said reports to the Committees of the Society on 
epidemics, through the State Societies where they exist. 
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That the Secretaries be requested to secure a wide publicity to the above 
resolutions, by such means as they may deem proper. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Dr. Wellford announced that Dr. Haxall, of Virginia, Chairman of Committee on Epi- 
demics in Virginia and North Carolina, and Dr. Bolling, of Alabama, on Epidemics in 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Alabama, had resigned their seats as Chairmen 
of such Committees. 

Report—On the Epidemics of Tennessee and Kentucky; by Dr. W. L. Sutton, of 
Georgetown, Kentucky. 

Dr. Sutton sent in his synopsis, which was read. Cholera, bilious fever, dysentery, 
typhus and typhoid fevers, cholera infantum, and other diseases appearing in the dif 
ferent districts of the two States periodically, were treated under ten different heads. 

Report referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Pitcher, of Michigan, presented a report on the subject of Medical Education, 
which he was requested to read at length. The report was a long and able docu- 
ment, containing many valuable suggestions to prevent the spread of quackery, and 
on the best means of training the medical student. The Committee proposed that all 
candidates for degrees shall have studied at least three years, and recommend the ex- 
tension of lecture seasons to six months. The Committee repeated their high opinion 
of the benefits to be derived by students from bed-side experience, as superior to lec- 
tures and flitting Hospital visits, and suggested a supplementary school of practice. 
7° Committee asked leave to conclude their report by presenting the following re- 
solutions: 

Resolved, That the Association re-affirm its formerly expressed opinions, on the va- 
lue and importance of general education to the student and practitioner of medicine, 
and that it would gladly enlarge its.rule on this subject, so as to include the Humani- 
ties of the schools, and the Natural Sciences. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, a familiar knowledge with the ele- 
ments of Medical Science should precede Clinical instruction. 

Resolved, That in order to accomplish the latter, the Hospitals when elevated to the 
rank of Schools of Practice and the intelligent private preceptor, are the most efficient 
instrumentalities to be used for that purpose. s 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, the report and resolutions were adopted. 

The Committee on Volunteer Communications reported, through Dr. Joseph M. 
Smith, of New York, upon the number of contributions received. Dr. Smith said that 
the committe had awarded one prize of $100 to Dr. Waldo J. Burnett, of Boston, 
Mass., for his treatise upon “The Cell; its Physiology, Pathology, and Philosophy’— 
adding: “ Natura in minimis maxima esse.” (Cheers.) 

° Another prize of $100 had been awarded to Dr. Washington L. Atlee, of Philadel- 
phis, for his treatise upon “ The Surgical Treatment of Fibrous Tumors of the Uterus.” 

. Smith added: “ Palmam qui merwit ferat.” (Cheers.) 

Dr. Alden March, of New York, made a verbal abstract of his paper on “ Diseases 
of the Hip Joint,” which was favorably reported on by the Committee; and on motion 
of Dr. L. A. Smith, he was requested to read the paper, during recess to-day, in 
Crosby street Medical College. j 

Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, called the attention of the delegates to the following 
preamble and resolution, passed at his instance, upon the 7th of May last, in the Rich- 
mond Convention. 

Whereas it is the duty of patriotism to do hom to those who have been bene- 
factors to their country; and whereas the medi — in the United States, 
heretofore not wanting in patriotic feeling or action, desire to co-operate with the other 
publie bodies and institutions of the country in rendering their profound reverence to 
the memory of him who was ‘ first in peace, first in war, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen.’ 

Be it therefore resolved, That a Committee of five be apgeiated, whose duty it shall 
be to solicit subscriptions from members of the American Medical Assoetation, for the 


purpose of procuring a suitable stone, with an appropriate inscription, for ‘nsertion, in 
the name of this association, into the National Monument to the memory of Washing: © 
ton, now in progress of erection at Washington city. 1 
The resolution was re-affirmed with applause, and — subscriptions will be paid 
to the Treasurer for the purpose. Here the delegates too! 
o’clock in the afternoon. 
Dr. Blatchford, of New York, offered the following : - 


a recess until half past one 
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Resolved, That the suggestions in the President’s Address, touching the licensing 
Power, be referred to a Committee of five, of which Dr. Wellford shall be the Chair- 
man, to prepare some plan whereby the subject may be brought fairly before the Pro- 
fession, and, if deemed advisable, that the Legislatures of the several States may be 
memorialized to carry out the recommendations of this Association—the Committee to 
report at the next meeting of the Association. 

r. Garrett, of Washington, D. C., proposed the following as an amendment ; 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed by the President of this Associa- 
tion, to prepare a Memorial to the Legislative bodies of the several States of the Uni- 
on, praying that a law be passed prohibiting the Faculty of any Medical Institution 
which may at present exist, or which may hereafter be established within the limits of 
said States, from conferring the degree of Doctor of Medicine upon any candidate for 
graduation who has not previously graduated at some literary institution, or who, up- 
on examination by a competent Board, is not found to possess a good English and 
Classical education. . 

Resolved, That regarding the present term of preparatory study adopted by the Me- 
dical Colleges of the United States, too limited to enable students of medicine to ac- 
quire such a competent knowledge of the profession as should entitle them to receive 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine, a recommendation be incorporated in said Memori- 
al, that some Legislative action be also had upon this subject. 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the President and Secretary of this Association, to 
transmit, through the Executive heads of each State, a copy of said Memorial to their 
respective Legislative Assemblies, and that a Circular be addressed to the members 
of the Medical Profession, resident at, or convenient to the seats of Government of 
the several States, requesting them to use every practicable exertion consistent with 
the honor, dignity, and good repute of the Profession, to procure the passage of a law 
in accordance with the foregoing resolution. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Dr. Jonathan Knight in the Chair. The business of the afternoon session wascom- 
menced by the reading of a communication from Dr. Griscom, of the New York Hospi- 
* res the members of the Convention to visit that institution this morning, at 

o’clock. 

The Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements then being called upon to report, 
stated that seventy additional delegates to the Convention had arrivedthis day, whose 
credentials had been examined and found to be correct. 

The following gentlemen were then, upon motion of the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Arrangements, elected members of the Convention by invitation:—Dr. Robert 
R. Hadley, of Beyroot, Syria; Dr. James G. Cooper, of Washington Territory, U. 8., 
and Dr. H. Williams, from Southern Illinois. 

Dr. Charles A. Lee, then offered the following resolutions:— 

Resolved, As the sense of this Association, that those Medical Colleges which give 
two courses of lectures annually, each of which counts as a separate course, have 
virtually violated and forfeited their Charters, which do not contemplate but one an- 
nual session, (thus making two Colleges out of one.) 

, That the practice in question is calculated to lower the standard of attain- 
tainment in the Profession, and subjects those who countenance it to the imputation 
of acting from mercenry motives. 

Resolved, That no Delegates shall hereafter be received by this Association, from 
any Medical Schools which give two courses of lectures annually; each of which 
counts towards a degree. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., the resolutions were laid on the table. 

Dr. Stewart read the following resolutions, offered by Dr. Stephen W. Williams, of 
Mass., a permanent member. 

That the thanks of this Association be presented to Dr. Winslow Lewis, 
of Boston, a member of the Massachusetts Legislature, for the bill which he has pre- 
sented and endeavored to sustain, providing that “no druggist, apothecary, or person 
engaged in manufacturing medicines, or compounds to be administered as medicines 
(except such as are published in standard works of chemistry, materia medica, or 
pharmacopczia,) shall offer the same for sale in any way, till he has filed a complete re- 
cipe in English, sworn to before a legal authority constituted for snch purpose.” 

_ 2. Voted, That a Committee be appointed by this Association for the purpose of pe- 
p sg Congress and State Legislatures to enact regulations and laws similar to the 
ve, ° 
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Also, as we are constantly called upon to deplore the ravages of death among the 
illustrious and worthy members of our profession throughout the United States, 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee be appointed by this Association, to procure 
memorials ofthe eminent and worthy dead among the distinguished physicians of our 
country, both in and without the pale of this Association, for publication in their trans- 
actions. 

The first resolution, relating to Dr. Lewis, was adopted. 

To the third, Dr. Cox, of Mo., moved an amendment, confining the memoirs to dis- 
tinguished members of the Association. . 

. Morgan, of Washington, thought the Association would not be able to meet the 
increased expense such an addition to their transactions would cause. He moved_to 
lay on the table. Carried. : 

Dr. Buck, N. Y., read a paper on morbid growths within the larynx, and exhibited 
@ specimen, with report of the case. Reterred to Committee on Publications. 

. Mitchell here proceeded to speak of the various difficulties and grievances un- 
der which the physicians and surgeons in the navy labored, and recommended the 
Convention to take some measures for their relief. Although they occupied an impor- 
tant position in that branch of the service, yet he did not think they received that con- 
sideration to which they were justly entitled. He thought the faculty were bound to 
protect their medical brethren in the navy. He concluded by presenting the following 
resolution, which was, after considerable discussion, adopted :— P 

, the claim of naval medical officers to defined rank, assimilated with the 
ries of officers of the line of the navy, has not yet been decided upon by Congress; 
re, , 

Resolved, That the President of this meeting appoint a Committee of three, which is 
hereby instructed to communicate to Congress, through the presiding officer of each 
House, at the commencement of the next session, an expression of the interest felt by 
the American Medical Association of the United States for their professional brethren 
employed in the navy, as set forth in the resolutions unanimously adopted at several 
sessions of this body. 

The Committee appointed consisted of the President, Dr. Mitchell, and Dr. Stevens. 

The following resolution was presented by Dr. Hooker, of Connecticut, and adopted 
unanimously :— 

Resolved, That the delegates from the several States be requested to appoint Com- 
mittees, who shall aid the Committee of Publication in procuring subscribers, and in 
distributing the annual transactions of this Association. 

Dr. Holton presented the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the medical department of the University of Michigan, b, its co-ope- 
ration with the efforts of this body to elevate the standard of medical education, espe 
cially in regard to its preliminary studies, and an extended term of instruction, has en- 
titled itself to our warm commendation and hearty support. . 

A discussion ensued in which Drs. Palmer and Bolton, contended for the resolution, 
and Dr. Hooker, Connecticut, and others, against it. , 

Dr. Cox, in reply to the above resolution, said he did not wish to cast the slightest 
imputation upon any school ; neither did he desire to make invidious distinctions be- 
tween any schools. He hoped that no such action would be taken as that proposed 
by the resolution. p 

Dr. W. Hooker said, in regard to the resolution, he believed that the University of 
Michigan had a high vocation in promoting the learning of medical science in this 
country ; but he thought they would succeed better without the assistance of the As 
sociation. It would be to their credit and rates to keep themselves from com- 

tition with the medical faculty throughout the land. If they are capable to form this 

igh vocation of themselves, then they need no advertisement from the Association. 

The resolution was withdrawn. ; 

Dr. Mauran presented the following report, in relation to the necessity of each em!- 
grant ship being provided with a surgeon :— ; 

The undersigned, Chairman of a Committee appointed by the American Medical 
Association, to memorialize Congress upon the importance of enacting, as an act 
duty and humanity, a law making it obligatory upon all vessels conveying emigrants 
to have a regular surgeon on board, respeetfully reports: That the memorial signed 
by all the members of the Committee, the President and Secretaries of the Association, 
was, through the medium of the Hon. A. P. Butler, Senator from South Carolina, pre- 
sented in May, 1852, and was referred to the Committee on Commerce. It is with 
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much regret that the undersigned has to report that the Committee on Commerce, 
having, it is presumed, other subjects of a much graver import in a pecuniary point of 
view; but surely not in a humane and philanthropic one made no report. It was not 
contemplated that any action would have been taken on the subject, at the late period 
of the session of 1851; but sanguine hopes were entertained that some report would 
have beon made in the session of 1852. The undersigned, in common with every 
good citizen, has a respectful consideration for their legislators and public functiona- 
ries, but must honestly confess that the legislation growing out of outward pressure, 
for ulterior purposes of individual or political aggrandizement, renders it difficult to 
have such prompt and efficient action as should be reasonably expected upon ques- 
tions involving sacrifice, advancement or objects of Hygienic improvement. The un- 
dersigned, however, is fully impressed that no intentional disrespect was meant by 
the Committee on Commerce in allowing the memorial to remain in their archives un- 
noticed ; and now that the presidential election, and other collateral subjects, inciden- 
tal or having a bearing thereto, are settled, it is but reasonable to suppose that the Se- 
nate and House of Representatives would consider any re as regards science 
or medical association ; and likewise, if possible in legislation, adopt the same. There ° 
has been every assurance given to the undersigned, that the measure will have a pro- 
per consideration at the next session of Congress, and therefore he asks that the Com 
mittee be continued, and considered as reporting progress. 
THOS. Y. SIMONS, M. D., Chairman. 

The foregoing report was accepted, and the Committee directed to prepare a me- 
morial to Congress. 

The following report was then presented :— 

The undersigned, Chairman of a Committee of the American Medical Association 
to memorialize Congress in accordance with a resolution of Dr. Fulton, of Georgetown, 
Kentucky, to have the medical statistics of the United States census printed separate- 
ly, for the use of the medical profession, respectfully reports :— 

That a memorial was drawn up, and signed by the Committee and the President 
and Secretaries of the American Medical Association, and was placed in the charge 
of the Hon. Dr. Jones, a member of the Association, and of Congress, to be presented 
to the House of Representatives. From information received from him, it seems, 
among other objections, a grave one was offered, viz :—the want of scientific arrange- 
ments, and the unreliability of the returns in general. In other words, that they were 

such a character as to add little to the usefulness of the profession or the honor of 
the country. The undersigned, respectfully, on the present occasion, calls the atten- 
tion of the members of the Association to the great importance of using their best in- 
fluence to induce the legislatures of their respective States to establish a registration 
of births, marriages and deaths; a measure of incalculable value as regards vital sta- 
tistics. The experience and gradual progressive improvement in the reports of Mas- 
sachusetts, clearly demonstrate that while at first they were comparatively imperfect, 
yet much information was obtained, and every year the reports have become more 
satisfactory. THOS. Y. SIMONS, M. D., Chairman. 

This report was also accepted, and the Committee requested to prepare a memorial 
to Congress on the subject. 

Dr. Peaslee, of New Hampshire, offered the following resolution, which he accom- 
panied with a few brief and appropriate remarks :— 

wed, That it is the duty of the faculties to refuse to admit to examination, for 
the degree of Doctor, all persons who intend to engage in any other than the regular 
Practice, and to give notice of this in their annual course of lectures. , 

Dr. Sayre said he thought the resolution was not calculated to effect the object it 
had in view. The best way, in his opinion, was to withdraw the diploma after it had 
been given, and in the event of its being used for the advancement of quackery. In 
Conclusion, he moved the following resolution as an amendment :— 

, That a Committee be appointed to memorialize the several State govern- 
ments, in reference to the subject of diplomas to medical men, and to petition them, 
in the name of the Association, for the passage of a law granting chartered medical 
colleges the privilege of retracting publicly the diplomas of any of their graduates, 
when, in the judgment of the medical faculty of the college or school granting such di- 
plomas or certificates, they may have forfeited a right to the same. 

A warm discussion ensued, in which Drs. Hooker, Conn., Atlee, Pa., Peaslee, and 
others, took part. 

On motion of Dr. Gooch, the resolution and amendment were laid on the table, and 
the Association adjourned to Thursday morning, at 9 o’clock. 
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THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Dr. J. M. Smith, New York, Chairman of the Committee on Nominations, requested 
the Committee to meet at his residence, No. 65 Bleecker Street. 

Dr. Stewart, Chairman of Committee on Arrangements, reported the names of seve- 
ral Se who had registered since last report. 

Dr. W. Hooker, Connecticut, ofiered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed, whose duty it shall be, in compli- 
ance with the suggestions of our late President, Dr. Wellford, to report our plans of 
organization for State and County Societies, and that the Committee be requested to 
report, if possible, during the present meeting of the Association. 

. Ziegler, of Pa., offered a preamble and the following Resolutions, which were 
referred to Committee on organizing State and Count ieties. 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association hereby reiterate the repeatedly 
previously expressed desire for the immediate formation and organization of County 
and State Medical Societies in every part of the country in which they have not yet 
been established. 

Resolved, That every County Medical Society be and is hereby recommended to 
dispense with the present system of acquiring members by the previous pro-formal 
manifestation of personal desire on the part of applicants for such association, and to 
substitute therefor that of the immediate and voluntary election to membership there- 
in, of every unassociated eligible physician. 

Resolved, That all physicians thus voluntarily elected, and subsequently neglecting 
or declining to respond to and unite themselves with the general profession, shall be 
considered as estimating their own personal views, and private relations and interests, 
above and in o} ition to those of the profession generally, and, as thus antagonistic 
to its exalted objects, cannot therefore consistently expect the continued enjoyment of 
the usual rights and privileges of professional intercourse and fellowship. 

The Secretary read a notice, requesting delegates from any States which were not 
represented on the Committee on Nomination, to elect representatives, to sit with the 
Committee at 56 Bleecker Street. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Illinois, reported at length, and lucidly, on the Medical Litera- 
ture of 1853. There are now published in the United States twenty-eight medical pe- 
riodicals, of which four are issued quarterly, six bi-monthly, fifteen monthly, two semi- 
monthly, and one weekly. One of the monthlies is published in the German, at New 
York, and one in French, at New Orleans. Of the aggregate number of pages pub- 
lished, about one-half were original matter. This aggregate consists of the record of 
cases occurring under the observation of their writers, of which a very large propor- 
tion lose their value for lack of that fullness of detail and scope, which are essential 
to make them reliable data for the abstraction of practical deductions—articles embo- 
dying the statistical results of certain diseases and surgical operations, and Essays on 
special subjects, and the details of experimental inquiries—of all which classes, some 
of the more important specimens were named in the report. It is believed that a de- 
cided improvement has taken place in this department of medical journalism during 
ithe past year. It is shown most distinctly in the most frequent reports of the use of. 
the microscope and its application to physiological and pathological researches. But 
the report scores the journals for an abundance of material furnished of another order 
—crude, ill-digested essays, illogical, incomplete and consequently mischievous arti- 
cles—which serve to advertise their writers’ names and residence, and, unwittingly, 
their ignorance. 

The Review department of our medical periodicals is of all the most defective. 
There are a few honorable exceptions, but the large majority afford little more than a 
few meagre pages of bookseller’s notices, serving to advertise the work whose title is 
given, and seldom affording any impression whatever of the character and contents of 
the book named. 

‘The number of journals in this country is greater in proportion to the population 
than in any other. Whether we are gainers in their quality from this fact is ve 
questionable, but this at least, it secures a greater number of professional readers. 
very copious contribution to our medical literature is made in the form of the transac- 
‘tions of the State, County, and other Medical Societies; the report hints that their 
character is decidedly superior to that of the average of the original papers contributed 
to the journals. 

Among the more valuable monographs that have issued from American authors 
during the year, are the treatises of Dr. Swett on the Chest ; Dr. Flint on Continued 
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Fever; Dr. Edward Coale, on Uterine’ Displacements; Dr. H. H. Smith’s Operative 
Surgery; Dr. Piper’s Illustrated Surgery ; Dr. Horacé Green’s Polypi of the Larynx 
and C£dema of the Glotis ; Dr. Biddle’s and Dr. Tully’s Materia Medica; Dr. Dickson’s 
Life, Sleep and Death, and Dr. Mackall’s notes on Carpenter’s Phisiology. Besides 
these, many new editions of standard American works, and the revision and transla 
tions of many of foreign origin, shows that there is no lack of patronage of our home 
literature, nor a lack of readers for professional works, either domestic or foreign. In 
matters of minute, in the details of analysis and of nice scientific discrimination, we 
have looked abroad for our medical teachings. But in the details of practice, in bold, 
independent invective, and energetic thinking on medical topics—we are not copyists 
—nor in any respect imitators. 

The defects of our medical literature are very obvious, and readily traceable to their 
causes ; to wit, a lack on the part of medical writers, of sufficient preliminary educa- 
tion, the absence of clear and definite perceptions of the fundamental principles of 
physiology and pathology, defective modes of investigation, and the epidemic haste 
shared by them with all other writers in our country, with which their productions are 
surrendered to the press. These difficulties will be remedied when the public senti- 
ment of physicians has become what it ought to be; when medical critics are honest 
in expressing their convictions, and medical men avail themselves of the benefits that 
must accrue from the organization of their forces into local, State and National Associ- 
ations. 

The following he indicated as the principal means of advancing the standard of Me- 
dical Literature: 1. To adopt such means as would be calculated to encourage 
preliminary study on the part of students. 2. Greater strictness on the part of Medi- 
cal Colleges in their examinations. 3. Offering premiums for the best original Medical 
Essays, by State and County Medical Societies. 4. Formation of Medical Libraries. 
5. To labor for an International Copyright. The future is bright for us, the past full 
of eloquent lessons. If we heed them and do for the future what we ought, Ameri- 
can Medical Literature will yet attain to an elevation corresponding with our coun- 
try’s social and political destiny. 

The Secretary read a communication from Robert Kelley, Esq,, inviting the Associ- 
ciation to visit the House of Refuge, for reformation of juvenile delinquents. 

Dr. S. Jackson, of Pennsylvania, stated that he had received a paper from a gen- 
tleman, on Electricity, as applied to predictions of meteorological changes. 

Dr. McNorton moved to refer to Committee on Spirit Rappers. [Laughter.] Laid 
on the table. 

Dr. Yandell, of Kentucky, offered the following, which was adopted : i 

Whereas, By the dispensation of an inscrutable Providence, Dr. Daniel Drake has 
been removed since the last annual meeting of this Association from the scene of his 
earthly labors— 

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Drake the American Medical Association has lost 
one of its most honored members, and the American Medical profession one of its 
brightest ornaments. . 

Resolved, That his steady devotion to his profession through a long life, his zeal, ac- 
tivity, and unceasing efforts to advance its interests, afford an example worthy of the 
imitation of every young physician. 

Resolved, that this Association will cherish the memory of Dr. Drake for his many 
virtues, and for his labors which have adorned and elevated our profession. 

The resolutions were adopted by a rising vote. 

The President read a resolution, offered by Dr. Cleveland, of Vermont, calling for 
the appointmeat of a Committee to investigate the value of Galvanism as a therapeu- 
tic agent. ° 

On motion of Dr. Gooeh, the resolution was referred to Committee on Nominations. 

Dr. Wellford, of Virginia, stated that the State of Louisiana, was not represented, 
and moved that Dr. Douglass, of Louisiana, who was present, be invited to take his 
seat as a delegate from that State. Carried. 

On motion of Dr. Palmer, of Virginia, the resolution offered yesterday from the Vir- 
ginia Medical Society, recommending the appointment of a Chemist, and laid on the 
table, was taken up for consideration. 

Dr. Parker, of Virginia, offered the following as an amendment. 

Resolved, That this Association recommend Congress to consider the propriety of 
passing a law compelling all importers of nostrums to state upon all compounds thus 
unported their true constituents, and in English. 
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Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to forward a copy of these resolutions to 
the Executive of the general Government. 

An amendment to strike out the word “English,” was accepted. 

The first resolution was read by the Secretary. 

Dr. Bond, of Baltimore, objected to the resolution, because it could do no good, and 
was likely to do a great deal of injury. He moved to lay on the table, but withdrew 
it to allow discussion. 

Dr. Hooker, of Connecticut. said the facts from the State of Maine woudd answer 
the objections of Dr. Bond. An act had been passed there, which was found to be a 
death-blow to this system of quackery. But on petition of the people and clergy who 
were in favor of encouraging it, the law was repealed. He wished parties to know 
what they swallowed. 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, said that every notice that was taken of any such quacke- 
ries only tended to advertise them, and could accomplish no useful purpose. He pro- 
posed to lay on tge table. Lost. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, never knew any good to follow prohibitory measures against 
Quackery. In the State of Maryland a set of quacks known as Thompsonians, flour- 
ished under prohibitory legislature, and died away when given every freedom and lati- 
tude. He believed the surest death blow to Quackery was to treat it with contempt 
and silence. It was unworthy of any grave notice from this Association. He believed 
the true remedy against Quackery was to be found in attention to their Association. 

Dr. Bolton, of Virginia, drew the attention of the Association to a resolution passed 
Tostenters thanking Dr. Winslow Lewis for his efforts in supporting a bill before the 

assachusetts Legislature. There was a mistake in thinking that the resolution pro- 
posed to prohibit the sale of these quack medicines; it only proposed that the ingre- 
dients of which they were composed should be set forth on the label. This would di- 
vest the medicine of the great charm of mystery, which gave them such importance in 
the minds of the public. They would see that for a few pence they could procure 
some simple medicine; which was the chief ingredient in the expensive bottle. 

Dr. Richards, of Ohio, and Dr. Jackson of Massachusetts, followed in opposition to 
the resolution. The analyzing of these nostrums, by order of the State, would be 
giving a sanction to their sale. 

The reading of the resolution was called for, and a vote taken. 

President-—The nays are the loudest; whether they are the more numerous, I can- 
not say. : 

The House was counted and the resolution laid on the table. 

Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, and Dr. Cox, of Maryland, offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted by a rising vote. 

, That we have heard with sincere regret of the death of our late fellow 
member, Dr. Isaac Parrish, of Philadelphia, who was distinguished by his early and 
earnest advocacy of the establishment of this Association, by his ardent interest in its 
proceedings, and by his valuable contributions to its published proceedings. 

Resolved, That in the demise of Dr. William E. Horner, which has occurred since 
the last annual session of this body, the American Medical Association has lost one of 
its illustrious and useful members; and the science of medicine, an indefatigable stu- 
dent and most distinguished teacher. 

, That the memory of the gifted subject of the resolutions, dear as it must 
ever be to the lovers of medical science universally, will be especially cherished by 
this Association, to whose great objects and aims, his last efforts were during life, 
promptly and liberally bestowed. 

. Dr. Condie, of Pa., replied to inquiries received, in reference to back numbers of the 
Transactions. 

Dr. Yandell, of Ky., presented a report received from Dr. 8. D. Gross, Ky., on the 
results of Surgical operations for the relief of Malignant diseases, which was referred 
to Committee on Publication. Dr. G. read a brief abstract. 

From the facts and statements which have now been presented, embracing the 


opinions of many of the most intelligent, experienced and distinguished practitioners 


in different ages, and in different parts of the world, the following conclusions may be 
legitimately deduced : 

First—That cancerous affections, particularly those of the mammary gland, have 
always, with a few rare exceptions, been regarded by practitioners as incurable by the 
knife and escharotics. This opinion, commencing with Hippocrates, the father of me- 
diciae, has prevailed from the earliest records of the profession, to the present mo- 
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ment. Nature never cures a disease of the kind ; nor can this be effected by any me- 
dicine, or internal remedies known to the profession. 

Secondly—That excision, however early and thoroughly executed, is nearly always, 
in genuine cancer, followed by relapse, at a period varying from a few weeks to seve- 
ral months, from the operation. 

Thirdly—That nearly all practitioners, from the time of Hippocrates to the present 
day, have been, and are still averse to any operation for the removal of cancerous tu- 
mors, after the establishment of ulceration, rapid growth, firm adhesion, organic change 
in the skin, lymphatic invasion, the cancerous dyscracy, or serious constitutional de- 
rangements ; on the ground that, if bad recourse to, under these circumstances, the 
malady almost inevitably recurs in a very short time, and frequently destroys the pa- 
tient more rapidly than when it is permitted to pursue its own course. 

Fourthily—That in all cases of acute carcinoma, or, in other words, in all cases of 
this disease, attended with very rapid development and great bulk of the tumour, ex- 
tirpation is improper and unjustifiable, inasmuch as it will only tend to expedite the fa- 
tal result, which, under such circumstances, always takes place in a very short time. 

Fifthly—That all operations performed for the removal of encephaloid cancer and its 
different varieties, are more certainly followed by rapid relapse than operations per- 
formed upon schirrus or hard cancer. 

Siathly—That in nearly all the operations for cancerous diseases, hitherto reported, 
the history has been imperfectly presented, being deficient in the details which are 
necessary to a complete and thorough understanding of the subject in each case. 
This remark is particularly true in reference to the diagnosis of the malady, the mi- 
nute examination of the morbid structure, and the history of the case afier the opera- 
tion, as to the period of relapse, the time and nature of the patient’s death, and the re- 
sult of the post-mortem examination. 

—That cancerous afiections of the lip and skin, now usually described 
under the name of cancroid diseases, are less liable to relapse after extirpation than 
genuine cancerous maladies, or those which are characterized by the existence of the 
vancer cell and cancer-juice. 

Eighthly—That, although practitioners have always been aware, from the earliest 
professional records, of the great liability of cancer to relapse after extirpation, a great 
majority of them have always been, and still are, in favor of operation in the early 
stage of the disease, especially in schirrus, before the tumor has made much progress, or 
before there is any disease of the lymphatic ganglions, or evidence of the cancerous 
cachexy. 

Ninthly—That many cases of tumors, especially tumors of the breast and testicle, 
supposed to be cancerous, are in reality not cancerous, but of a benign character, and 
consequently, readily curable by ablation, whether effected by the knife or by escha- 
rotics. It is to this circumstance that we must ascribe the astonishing success which 
is said to have attended the practice of Hill, of Scotland, Nooth, of England, and Fla- 
Jani, of Italy. 

Tenthly—That all operations insist upon the most thorough excision possible ; re- 
Moving not merely the diseased mass, but also a portion of the surrounding and appa- 
rently healthy tissues, as well as the enlarged and indurated zanglions. 

Eleventhly—That the practice has always prevailed, and still obtains, to save, if 
possible, a sufficient amount of healthy integument to cover the wound, and if possible, 
to unite it, by the first intention; on the ground that these precautions will tend 
much to retard, if not to prevent, a recurrence of the disease. 

Twelfthly—That much stress is laid by writers upon a properly regulated diet, and 
attention to the bowels and secretions after operation, as means of retarding and pre- 
venting relapse. 

Thirteenthly—That there is no remedy, medicine or method of treatment which has 
the power, so far as we are enabled to judge of its virtues, of preventing the ry ia cs 
peak! the morbid action after operation, no matter how thoroughly it may be per- 


ed. 

_ Fourteenthly—That life has occasionally been prolonged and even saved by opera- 
tion after relapse, as in some of the remarkable cases mentioned ia a previous part of 
this report ; but that, as a general rule, such a proceedure is as incompetent to effect 
& permanent cure as a first extirpation. 

. Bryan, of Pa., rose to correct a statement made yesterdny, by Prof. Jackson, that 
& young gentleman had been allowed to graduate in Philadelphia Medical College, 
after two weeks study. 
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Prof. Jackson, stated that he had received the information from a gentleman whom 
he named, and had used it as an illustration of his argument. 

Dr. Gooch, called up the subject of the graduating pledge, proposed by Dr. Peaslee, 
of New Hampshire last evening, and laid over, and proposed the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly recommends to all the respectable Medi- 
eal Colleges of the United States to administer to their graduates, previous to their re- 
ceiving the diploma, some pledge that they will maintain, to the best of their abilities, 
the honor and dignity of the profession ; and that they will forfeit their degrees, when- 
ever they desert the Orthodox system of medicine. 

Resolved, That the schools be urged not to graduate any man without requiring him 
to read the National Code of Ethics, and publicly give his consent to abide by it, and 
they will reserve to themselves the right to withdraw the diploma, publicly, when- 
ever the graduating pledge has been violated. 

There are, said Dr. G., two schools which have already adopted such rules. Un- 
fortunately, as things stood, gentlemen were allowed to graduate on payment of their 
fees without knowing there was such a thing as a “Code of Ethics” in existence, and 
permitted to go forth among medical men as their equals in practice. The conse- 
quence was, systems of quackery, and want of proper esprit du corps among members 
of the profession, in many instances. 

Dr. Garnett, of Washington, spoke to the resolution. 

Dr. Atkinson, of Virginia, inquired how the diplomas could be withdrawn ? 

Dr. Gooch replied that the diploma could be always withdrawn, if given under these 
conditions. 

Dr. J. H. Phillips, of New Jersey, offered the following amendment: 

That it is the duty of all Boards of Examiners, to which candidates may 
apply for examination or approval, to admit none but those who give satisfactory evi 
dence of a good preliminary education, and that a regular Course of Medical Practice 
= afterwards be pursued, and who shall subscribe to the Code of Ethics adopted by 


on. 

Dr. Cox, of Md., thought the resolution contemplated an extraordinary act of legisla. 
tion, and there would be great difficulty in applying the — The power of re- 
voking a diploma, once given under the legal sanction of a charter, was a dangerous 
one to be intrusted to any set of men. 

Dr. Atkinson, of Virginia, thought, that until the millenium, quackery would exist in 
the profession to some extent, and it was vain to legislate against it. 

On motion of Dr. Sayre of New York, the Association took a recess for one hour, 
without disposing of the resolution. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The Association was called to order at 1} P. M. 
The consideration of Dr. Gooch’s resolution was resumed. 
Dr. Stille, of Pennsylvania, offered the following : 
ved, That in order to preserve the purity and honor of the medical profession, 
/ and to place around young practitioners an additional safe-guard against temptations 
to do wrong, as well as to draw a more distinct line of separation between true and 
false physicians,—it is hereby recommended to the several Medical Colleges, and such 
other Boards as are by law authorized to examine candidates for admission into the 
medical profession, to require from every graduate or licentiate his signature to the 
Code of Ethics of this Association, as well as to furnish him with a copy of this Code, 
and it is also recommended that the formal administration of a pledge, faithfully to ob- 
serve and keep the same, form part of the public ceremonies of Medical Commence- 
ments. 
After some discussion the whole subject was referred to a Committee of three, to re- 
port as soon as possible. 
Dr. Stewart, on behalf of Committee of Arrangements, reported the names of dele- 
gates who had registered since last report, nn yy enemy to invite Dr. Hervey P. 
Peet, Institution for Deafand Dumb, and Dr. W. C. Butler, to take seats in the Associ- 


ation. The report suggested that when the Society adjourn it be to Saturday morn- 
ing. Accompanying, was a letter from Dr. Thomas Spencer, presenting a paper on 
the atomic theory of life and vital heat, as applicable to pathology. 

On motion, Dr. Spencer made a brief abstract of his views. 

Dr. Blatchford, of New York, moved to have a resolution offered yesterday, on the 
licensing power, with amendments by Dr. Garnett, taken up for consideration. 

[For resolutions, see proceedings of yesterday.) 
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De. Hooker, of Conn., spoke to the subject of the resolutions. We would expose in- 
dividual cases without referring to the Colleges or individuals, by name. The object 
of such an Association as this, was not to be personal, but to reform abuses. Dr. H. 
cited several cases, for which he stated he had the best authority, in which young men 
had been allowed to graduate after terms of study under one year. Four of these 
cases, were trom schools very prominent in the community. If such instances as he 
had stated had come without inquiry, was it not probable that if a searching inquiry 
were instituted numerous such abuses would be discovered. The cause of this was 
in a great degree, owing to the competition between schools. He wished that the 
subject would be brought before a Committee ; and he thought the remedy proposed 
in Dr. Garnett’s amendment, would prove efficacious. 

Dr. Johnson, of St. Louis, was happy the subject had come before this Association. 
He was sorry the gentleman had not given the instances he referred to; for he 
was confident that the Association was composed of gentlemen who would have an 
influence in preventing such abuses. In Missouri, they had memorialized the Legis- 
lature, and found that no hope for any measure to protect the Medical Faculty, could 
be expected from the Legislature. This Association would, in itself have a much 
greater influence, by denying those scholars which acted in the manner described, a 
place on this floor. The moral power of this Association, if exercised, would have the 
effect of keeping members of the profession from such practices. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., rose to prevent a discussion on the subject, which could lead to 
no practical good for the present. The evil was a very great one, and he hoped the 
whole subject would be referred to a Committee to make their report at the next 
meeting. . 

The subject was referred to the following Committee: Drs. Samuel Jackson, T. 
Blatchford, Johnson, of Mississippi, [St. Louis #]; Peaselee, of New Hampshire. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, the subject of proposed amendments to the Constitution was 
taken up, and the original articles, with proposed amendments read by the Secretary. 

Dr. Stevens of New York, moved an indefinite postponement of the whole subject 
of amendments to the Constitution. 

Dr. Atkinson, of Va., moved to have the amendment proposing to admit four dele- 
gates from the U. S. Army and U. 8S. Navy, excepted from motion to postpone. 

Dr. Coolidge, of U. S. Army, hoped that the Association would decide whether dele- 
gates from the Army and Navy were entitled to a seat on the same footing as other 
delegates. If the Association did not do so, he thought the Chiefof the Army and 
Navy Medical Bureau would not be inclined to nominate delegates from that depart- 
ment in future. 

Dr. Bolton, of Virginia, read some resolutions intrusted to him by the Medical Soci- 
ety of Virginia, on the subject of amending the Constitution. 

Dr. Stewart said the only alterations proposed were, in effect, to have one delegate 
from each College, and one from each Hospital, instead of two. This was that roe | 
might obtain, as nearly as possible, a uniform representation of ten per cent., from a 
branches of the profession. Also the change respecting the Army and Navy delegates. 

The question on indefinite postponement, excepting the clause altering the Consti- 
tution in relation to delegates from the Army and Navy was put and carried, and the 
following adopted: 

Resolved, That the second clause of Article 2 of the Constitution be so amended as 
to admit the American Medical Society in Paris to representation in this body upon 
the same terms as the Medical bodies in this country. 

Dr. Alfred Stille, Ghairman of the Committee to whom was referred sundiy memo- 
rials touching the course to be pursued by Medical Colleges and other Boards in the 
examination of candidates and the granting of Diplomas, reported, submitting the fol- 
lowing resolutions for adoption : 

That in order to preserve the purity and honor of the Medical Profession, 
and to place around young practitioners additional safeguards against temptations to 
do wrong, as well as to draw a more distinct line of separation between true and false 
physicians, it be and is hereby recommended, that every graduate in medicine be re- 
quired to subscribe a pledge to submit to the revocation of his diploma — cornvic- 
tion of having knowingly violated the Code of Ethics of this Association. is also re- 
commended to the several Medical Colleges and such other Boards as are by law au- 
thorized to examine candidates for admission into the Medical Profession to require 
from every graduate or licentiate his signature to the Code of Ethics of this Associa- 
tion, and to furnish him with a copy of the same. It is further recommended that the 
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formal administration of a pledge faithfully to observe and keep the said Code, form 

part of the public exercises of Medical Commehcements. 

Pe following form of Promise was among the documents referred to Committee on 
edge. 

I, A. B., of ——, in the State of , do hereby promise, on the honor of a gentle- 
man, that I will conform strictly to the Code of Ethics of this “4 Alma Mater in all 
things pertaining to the practice of my profession; and when I shall fail to do so, I 
hereby grant to the Faculty of said School full power and authority to withdraw said 
Diploma, and all the rights and privileges which it is intended to confer. 

Dr. Palmer and other delegates opposed that part of the report proposing to clothe 
Colleges with the power ot revoking diplomas for a breach of the “Code of Ethics.” 

Several motions and countermotions were made. The Chairman decided on the 
right of the Committee to withdraw the objectionable resolution, when the second and 
third recommendations of the report were adopted. 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, moved that the resolution be taken up, and passed as the 
sense of the meeting. It was taken up and referred to Committee. 

Dr. Palmer moved the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee, of which Dr. Bolton is Chairman, be in- 
structed to inquire into all cases of death that may be reported as occurring from the 
use of anesthetic agents during the present year in the United States, and report to 
the next meeting of the Association. 

Dr. Zeigler, of Pennsylvania, moved the following, which was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That a Committee of three or more be appointed by the President, to de- 
vise or consider some comprehensive plan or system by which subjects connected 
more especially with Medical Science can be more speedily, systematically, generally 
and thoroughly investigated and examined. 

Dr. Bolton, of Va., gave notice that he would propose amendments to the Constitu- 
tion submitted to this Association by the meeting at Richmond, last year, and which 
have been indefinitely postponed, for adoption at the next Annual Meeting in St. Louis. 

Dr. J. M. Smith, of New York, read the following 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 


The Committee on Nominations, in fulfilling the duty of their appointment, propose 
to continue most of the Special Committees appointed by the Association, in May, 
1851, and May, 1852, and to appoint several new Special Committees. They, there- 
fore, submitted the following list of Chairmen of Special Committees, with the subjects 
to them committed. 

1. Dr. D. F. Condie, of Philadelphia, Penn., “On the Causes of Tubercular Disease.” 

2. Dr. James Jones, of New Orleans, La., “On the Mutual Relations of Yellow and 
Billious Remittent Fever.” 

3. Dr. R. S. Holmes, of St. Louis, Mo., “On Epidemic Erysipelas.” 

4. Dr. Geo. B. Wood, of Philadelphia, Penn., “On Diseases of Parasitic Origin.” ” 

5. Dr. R. D. Arnold, of Savannah, Ga., “On the Physiological Peculiarities and Dis 
eases of Negroes.” 

6. Dr. James R. Wood, of New York, “On Statistics of the Operation for the remo- 
val of Stone in the Bladder.” 

7. Dr. F. Peyre Porcher, of Charleston, S. C—“On Toxicological and Medicinal 
Properties of our Cryptogamic Plants.” 

8. Dr. Goodrich A. Wilson, of Virginia—“On Cholera, and its Relation to Conges- 
tive Fever—their Analogy or Identity.” 

9. Dr. Worthington Hooker, of Conn.—“On Epidemics of New England and N. Y.” 

10. Dr. John L. Atlee, of Lancaster, Penn.,—“On Epidemics of New Jersey, Penu- 
sylvania, Delaware and Maryland.” 

11. Dr. D. J. Cain, of Charleston, S. C—“On Epidemics of Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia and Florida.” 

12, Dr. W. L. Sutton, of Georgetown, Ky—*“On Epidemics of Tenn. and Ky.” 

13. Dr. Thomas Reyburn, of St. Louis, Mo.—“On Epidemics of Missouri, Illinois, 
Iowa, and Wisconsin.” 

14. Dr. George Mendenhall, of Cincinnati, Ohio—“On Epidemics of Ohio, Indiana 
and Michigan.” 

15. Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans, La—“On Epidemics of Mississippi, Louisi- 
ana, Texas and Arkansas.” 

16. Dr. Charles A. Lee, of New York,—On Domestic Hygiene.” 
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. 17. Dr. Daniel Brainard, of Chicago, Ill1—“On The Constitutiona: and Local Treat- 
ment of Carcinoma.” 

18. Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, Ill_—On the Influence of Local Circumstances on 
the Origin and Prevalence of Typhoid Fever.” 

19. Dr. George Engleman, of St. Louis, Mo.—“On the Influence of Geological For- 
mation en the Character of Disease.” 

20. Dr. Henry M. Bullitt, of Louisville, Ky—“On the Use and Effect of Applications 
of Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, either in Local or General Disease.” 
Pho Dr. Robert Campbell, of Augusta, Ga.—‘On the Pathogenic Influence of Feather 

8. 
22. Dr. James Bolton, of Richmond, Va—“On the Administration of Anzesthetic 


_Agents during Parturition.” 


23. Dr. Henry Taylor, of Mount Clemens, Michigan,—“On Dysentery.” 

24. Dr. F. Donaldson, of Baltimore, Maryland—“On the Present and Prospective 
Value of the Microscope in Disease.” , 

Pree Dr." R. L. Howard, of Columbus, Ohio—“On the Pathology and Treatment of 
rofula.”. - 

Committee on Plans of Organization for State and County Societies —I{saac Hays, 
M. D. of Penna., Chairman; Worthington Hooker, M. D., of Conn. ; Josiah Andrews, 
M. D., of Michigan; B. R. Wellford, M. D., of Virginia; A. L. Pierson, M. D., of Mass. 

Committee on Medical Literature-—T. 5S. Bell, M. D., of Ky., Chairman; Samuel H. 
Pennington, M. D., of N. J.; Edward H Parker, M. D., of New Hampshire; William 
K. Bowling, M. D., ot Tenn.; Zina Pitcher, M. D., of Michigan. 

Committee on Medical Education —B. R. Wellford, M. D., of Va., Chairman ; Resign 
Lowe, M. D., of Iowa; Lyndon A. Smith, M. D. of N. J.; Jacob Bigelow, M. D., of 
Massachusetts; L. A. Dugas, M. D., of Georgia. 

Committee on Volunteer C ications.—Drs. C. A. Pope, Thomas Reyburn, 
John S. Moore, J. B. Johnson and A. Litton, of St. Louis, Mo. 

Committee of Arrangements.—Dr. J. R. Washington, J. S. Moore, 8. Pollok, Thomas 
Reyborn, J. O’Farrar, W. M. McPheeters, C. W. Hempstead and E. S. Lemoine, of 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Committee on Publications.—Dr. D. F. Condie, Penna., Chairman; Dr. E. L. Beadle, 
of New York; Dr. A. Stille, Pennsylvania; Dr. I. Hays, Penna.; Dr. E. S. Lemoine, 
of Missouri; Dr. G. Emerson, Pennsylvania; Dr. G. W. Norris, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, moved that when the meeting adjourn, it adjourn to meet 
at 7 o’clock on Saturday morning. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Dr. Rogers, of Philadelphia, moved to have the report and resolutions offered by 
Dr. Zeigler, and laid on the table, taken up. 

- The report and resolutions were referred to a Committee, consisting of Drs. Zeigler, 
Rogers and Jackson. 

Drs. Atlee and Millenberger offered the following which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of the American Medical Association be, and they 
are hereby tendered to the Committee of Arrangements, the Trustees of the Church in 
which they have held their meetings, the profession and the citizens generally of New 
York, for the generous and elegant hospitality extended towards its members during 
its present session. 

Dr. Bolton, proposed a vote of thanks ‘o the President of the Public Institutions, 
which had been thrown open for members during their stay. 

Dr. Bolton, of Virginia, moved the thanks of the Association to the Press of this 
City, for its accurate reports of their proceedings. 

On motion, it was resolved to meet on board the steamboat, at foot of Pier, No. 3, 
to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock, and proceed to visit the Public Institutions belonging 
to the City of New York. 

The President congratulated members on the close of their deliberations, and ex- 
pressed his wish that they should all meet at St. Louis, next year. 

The Association then adjourned sine dte. 


THE NORWALK CATASTROPHE—MEETING OF THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


A meeting of delegates to the late Medical Convention, still remaining in New 
York, was held yesterday morning at the Bleecker Street Church, corner of Bleecker 
and Crosby Streets, for the purpose of expressing the feelings of the Association on 
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the loss of several members of that body by the lete railway catastrophe at Norwalk. 
Dr. Joseph M, Smith was appointed President of the meeting, and Dr. E. L. Beadle of 
ficiated as Secretary. On motion of Dr. Rockwell, a Committee was appointed to 
prepare suitable resolutions for the occasion. The following gentlemen formed the 
Committee : J. H. Grisecom, N. Y; S. Hanbury Smith, Ohio; P. Claiborne Gooch, Va.; 
L. A. Smith, N. J.; Theodore Goodloe, Ala. R. LaRoche, Pa., John Watson, N. Y. 

The following preamble and resolutions were read by J. H. Griscom, M. D. 

Whereas, amid the wide-spread affliction caused by the recent catastrophe at Nor 
walk, the members of the American Medical Association, recognizing in this mourn- 
fui event, the hand of an all-wise Providence, feel called upon to express their grief 
at the sudden removal from life of Abel L. Pierson, M. D., of Salem, Mass. ; Alexander 
Welch, M. D., of Hartford, Conn.; Josiah Bartlett, M. D., of Stratham, N.H.; ; Samuel 
Beach, M. D. ” of Bridgeport, Conn.; James M. Smith, M. D., and J. H. Gray, M. D., 
Springfield Mass., late members of the Association :* And, whereas, it is the earnest de- 
sire of the members, still present in the City of N. Y., to record a suitable expression of 
their feelings upon an occasion equally unprecedented and distressing ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the members have received with profound sorrow the lamentable 
intelligence of the loss which the community, as well as the profession, have sustained 
by the death of so large a number of the American Medical Association. 

, That as a suitable, though inadequate, external mark of their grief at the 
sudden demise of friends from whom they had so recently parted, the members of the 
Association in general are recommended to wear the usual badge of mourning for 
the space of thirty days. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to devise some suitable method of 
commemorating the event and the worth and professional character of our lamented 
associates, and recommend their plan at the next meeting of the Association. 

: , That the members of the Association deeply sympathize with the rela- 
tives of the deceased, and that a copy of these resolutions, duly authenticated, be 
transmitted to their respective families. 

The resolutions were adopted by the meeting, and a Committee was appointed to 
consider the best method of providing some memorial in commemoration of the terri- 
ble disaster. The names of this Committee were Joseph M. Smith, M. D., F. C. Stew- 
art, M. D., J. W. G. Clements, M. D., W. Rockwell, M. D., Isaac E. Taylor, M. D., 
E. L. Beadle, M. D., and John Watson, M. D. 

The report of this Committee will ~- delivered at the next meeting of the Medical 
Association, which will take place next year, in St. Louis. 


ECLECTIC AND SUMMARY DEPARTMENT. 


— 


A method of causing the severe pains that accompany purulent opthalmia to cease imme- 
mediately.—_By M. Guyon, Inspector General of the Health Department of the army in 
Africa.— Translated for the N. J. Medical Reporter. 

M. Guyon recommends the interposition between the lid and the ball of the eye, of 
thin, smooth substance adapted to the part, which prevents the engorged vessels from 
gliding over each other. He employs for this purpose thin disks of ivory. 

He says—Two, and oftener one, answer the purpose, one under the upper and one 
under the lower eyelid. In order to proceed to their introduction, the patient should 
lie down, if the operation be performed on the upper part of the eye, and seated if on 
the lower. After which, having pinched the lid vertically so as to produce, be- 
tween it and the eye, a slight interval, the disk, which has been brought near, being 
carried on the end of a spatule or teaspoon, is allowed to slip into it. It is then retain. 
ed there for a moment by the end of the little finger, pushing it slightly if there is room. 
M. Gayon employs, jointly with the smooth inter orbitary body, fullers earth reduced to 


* Among the killed was Dr. Wm. C. Dwight of my may N. Y., who was probably 
not a member of the Association — Ed. N. J. Medical Reporter 
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powder, earth which the natives know by the name of #’efel, and which they use in their 
ablutions as a substitute for soap. This remedy alone often answers the end in the 
less malignant cases, that is, in those in which the pain is moderate, and in which the 
granulations are consequently inconsiderable and but slightly developed. To use it, 
after having carried the head of the patient backward, we separate the eyeli¢s 
with the thumb and forefinger of the left hand, at the same time that, with the right, we 
allow to fall into the opening a pinch of the powder which we are speaking of. 

As respects its principles of action, the potters fuller’s earth applied to the skin, ren- 
ders it soft end smooth, and it is reasonable to assume that it produces the same ef- 
fect in its application to the conjunctive.—L’ Abedle Medicale. 
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Todine in Ohesity—By Dr. Berz.—(Translated for the N. J. Medical Reporter.) The 
excessively rapid action of [odine in the following case is worthy of note. Case—A 
woman aged 49, menstruation regular, mother of three children, has complained for 
the past three years of pain in the breasts, which, at the same time were so augment- 
ed in volume as to descend to the hypochondriac regions. There also existed collops 
of fat in the axilla and on the back, and the abdomen was so distended by it as to pre~ 
vent the woman from bending forward, or from attending to her household duties. Her 
limbs had undergone very little change. Under the influence of the Tincture of Iodine 
in the dose of twenty drops a day, the fat disappeared so rapidly that at the end of two 
months this woman had returned to her natural condition. It is to be remarked that 
this woman having very little desire tor meat before her illness, became very fond of 
it during the existence of her obesity, and on her recovery regained her former appe- 
tite. 
Her stools infrequent during her illness became regular. Health perfect—L’Abeills 
Medicale. 

Warts cured by the employment of Carbonate of Magnesia—Dr. Lampert recom- 
mends in the Bulletin General de Therapeutique, the employment of Carbonate of Mag- 
nesia for the cure of warts. This discovery of its application was accidental, and 
was verified in the case of a young lady who was troubled with these excrescences, 
to whom he administered the carbonate of magnesia in doses of a teaspoonful 
morning and evening, with entire success, as in five days after the commencement of 
the treatment the warts began to disappear, and were soon entirely removed, leaving 
no trace behind. The remedy is simple, if efficacious, 

On the Hemostatic Effects of the Eau Pagliari—By Professor Szpituot. The for- 
mula for the preparation of the styptic water invented by Signor Pagliari, an apothe- 
cary at Rome, and which has attained a high celebrity on the Continent, is thus given 
by Professor Sedillot, to whom it was transmitted by the inventor: 

Take of benzoin, eight ounces; sulphate of alumina and potassa, one pound; wa- 
ter, ten pounds. Boil together in a glazed earthen vessel for six hours, constantly 
stirring the resinous mass, and supplying the loss by evaporation by successive addi- 
tions of hot water, so as not to interrupt the ebullition. Finally, filter the liquid, and 
preserve it in well-stopped glass vessels. The portion of benzoin which remains un- 
dissolved will be found to have lost its odor and inflammability. 

The hemostatic water thus obtained is limpid, resembles champagne in color, has a 
slightly styptic, and a sweet aromatic odor. It leaves, on evaporation, a transparent 
deposit, which adheres to the sides of the vessel. 
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The following are the conclusions deduced by M. Sedillot from his experience with 
this and other styptics :-— 

1. There are fluids which instantaneously coagulate the blood, and convert it into 
a thick, homogeneous and consistent clot. 

2. The eau Pagliari enjoys this remarkable property, and does not exercise any 
injurious action on the tissues with which it comes in contact. 

3. Theory, experience, and clinical observation equally concur in demonstrating its 
efficacy as a styptic. ‘ 

4. The object of compression, in the application of hemostatic liquids, is to permit 
the coagulation of the blood, as well as the adhesion of the clot to the mouths of the 
wounded vessels. 

5. In all cases in which recourse cannot, without serious inconvenience, be had to 
ligature, as well as in those in which the alteration of the blood prevents its coagula- 
tion, and renders hemorrhage dangerous, the eau Pagliari may be advantageously 
employed and deserves to be classed among the valuable resources of our art.—Ga- 

zette Medwale de Strasburg.—N. Y. Journal of Pharmacy. 


What is Life ?—This question was asked at the opening of an address to the candi- 
dates for degrees, at the late examination in the Medical Institution of Yale College, and 
answered by the learned gentleman by whom it was propounded—Benjamin Welch, 
M. D., one of the board of managers. So many have traversed the same path, and 
explained what life is, each in his own way, which very rarely corresponds with the 
definitions of others, that it is a difficult point to determine who 1s right or who is wrong 
In the meanwhile, the amount of physiological facts which each one collects in the ef- 
fort to establish a theory, is adding to the stock of knowledge which has been accumu-. 
lating for ages; and if no one has yet satisfactorily defined what life is, the world is 
the wiser for their researches. Dr. Welch lays down one proposition, that meets our 
individual approval, because it is plain common sense. It is this—“The first and es- 
sential law of our existence, is that of progress.” There is no repose for nature, or in 
nature, and Dr. Welch takes a departure from that text, on which he reasons like a 
deep philosopher. He touches very delicately upon that old worn out topic of discus- 
sion, the connection of mind and matter, and, much to his credit, owns up, as the bro- 
kers say, by plainly declaring that the union is entirely beyond our comprehension, 
instead of wasting strength in the attempt to show, as many have, what never can be 
shown. After passing over this mysterious connection, Dr. Welch discourses admira- 
rably on the moral obligations of physicians, and their high destiny if they fulfil the 
mission upon which they are set out in life.—Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 
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